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US will 
attend 
Gaza 
meeting 
called 
for by 
Arafat 


C 


OCCUPIED JERUSA¬ 
LEM—A crisis atmos¬ 
phere thickened around 
srael and its major Arab 
partners this week, with 
.Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat refusing telephone 
calls from Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu and King Hussein 
disparaging Netanyahu in 
extraordinarily anguished 
and personal terms. 

President Arafat Tues¬ 
day tried to rally interna¬ 
tional support to stem a 
crisis in the Israeli- 
Pnlestinian peace process 
that has ballooned since 
Israel announced plans 
two weeks ago to build a 
new Jewish neighborhood 
in disputed East 
Jerusalem. 

Arafat called on Amer¬ 
ican. European and other 
backers of the 1995 
Israeli-Palestinian interim 
peace agreement to attend 
an urgent conference in 
the Gaza Strip Saturday 
to discuss what he insists 
are Israeli violations of 
the accord. The US said it 
will attend the meeting. 

Israeli Foreign Minis¬ 
ter David Levy was furi¬ 
ous in his response, warn¬ 
ing that any attempt to 
bring international pres¬ 
sure" on Israel could work 
against the Palestinians 
and freeze the peace 
process. 

call upon all interna¬ 
tional parties to whom the 
Palestinians are appealing 
not to be dragged into this 
course of action and not 
to drive slicks into the 
wheels of the peace nego¬ 
tiations,” Levy said. 
"Israel will not surrender- 
to pressure.” 

Arafat extended the 
invitation to envoys from 
the United States. Russia, 
Japan, Norway, the Euro¬ 
pean Union, Jordan and 
Egypt. The United States, 
which opposes the pro¬ 
posed Israeli construction 
but vetoed a United 
Nations condemnation of 
the project Friday, said it 
would send a 
representative. 

-VVc do understand the 

Continued on page 2 


Israelis stunned at 
ferocity of King’s 
letter to Netanyahu 


}\ 



The workings of the 


By a Star Staff Writer 
and agency reports 
ISRAELI OFFICIALS were 
stunned at the ferocity of a 
letter sent by His Majesty 
King Hussein to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Sunday. 

The King's typewritten 
letter, initialed on every 
page and bearing his hand¬ 
printed correction, said 
Netanyahu's “accumulating 
tragic actions" arc pushing 
“all Arabs and Israelis" 
toward “an abyss of blood¬ 
shed and disaster." It 
accused Netanyahu of fail¬ 
ing to follow through on 
promises made personally to 
the King, saying. “You can¬ 
not send me assurances ... 
and. then renege. on your 
commitment.” 

Jordanian sources said the 
King drafted the missive in . 
a fury Saturday night after 
Netanyahu refused his 
request for permission to fly 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to Gaza from 
Amman. The King, who 
pilots his own royal Tristar 
jet. had offered Arafat a 
politically symbolic lift 
home, but Netanyahu—who 
has not permitted use of 
Dahaniya airfield in Pales¬ 
tinian-ruled Gaza—would 
not make an exception for 
the King. 

"Now. suppose I had 
taken off nonetheless for 
Gaza, in the full right of a 
friend, then would you have 
ordered my fellow pilots in 
the Israeli air force ... to 
prevent me forcibly from 
landing or worse?” the King 
demanded. “You will never 
know how close you came 
to having to make a deci¬ 
sion on the subject.” 

Netanyahu told reporters 
in Moscow, where he held 
talks with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, ‘There is no 
place for this criticism and 
certainly there is no place 
for this tone." He added, “I 
expect our partners and our 
friends in the peace process 
not to automatically adopt 
the Palestinian position. We 
stand on our right to build 
in Jerusalem, our united 
capital." 

Netanyahu, in his written 
reply sent 'Monday, cast 


himself as u leader who had 
"inherited a tpcaco process 
that was failing” and 
"sought to revive it” by- 
looking for agreements that 
could command the consent 
of Israel’s political right. 
He said he was "battled” hy 
the "personal level of the 
attacks against me" in the 
King's letter. "J can only 
conclude that you arc not 
being fully apprised of the 
true picture of the situation 
in Israel.” he wrote. 

Netanyahu's thrcc-pagc 
response to the King sought 
to defend Israel's policies 
and called for israeli- 
Jordanian relations and 
their own personal relation¬ 
ship not to be held hostage 
to Palestinian-Isracli nego¬ 
tiations. "We cannot make 
the Jordanian-lsraeli rela¬ 
tionship hostage to the Pal- 
cstinian-lsraeli negotiating 
track. We cannot give every 
Palestinian-Israeli impasse 
the power to hurt our own 
relationship," Netanyahu 
wrote. 

On a personal level. 
Netanyahu wrote, "I have 
always appreciated the cou¬ 
rage and resolve with which 
you have helped keep the 
peace process alive. 1 hold 
you in the highest esteem 
and 1 value your friendship 
and understanding. Thai is 
why I must confess ihai I 
am baffled by the personal 
level of the attacks against 
me." 

The exchange of letters 
coincided with a short visit 
by Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai to 
Amman. After his meeting 
with King Hussein Tuesday 
Mordechai said that he had 
been able to smooth over 
tensions. 

“In my eyes, and in the 
eyes of the King, we have 
to strengthen the process 
and progress and rind all 
possible ways to overcome 
the obstacles." Mordechai 
told reporters. "I was very 
much impressed with the 
King's determination, faith, 
and readiness io help in 
every way in order to 
progress in the region to a 
totally different situation." 

But Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim Kabariti told report¬ 
ers that the peace process 


was lacing a crisis and 
hinted tluu Jordan could 
suspend its moves to nor¬ 
malize lies with Israel. 

"The peace process is 
going through a crisis, a 
real crisis.” Kabariti .said 
following his meeting with 
Mordechai. adding that the 
King would ask US Presi- 
denf Bill Clinton to press 
Israel to reconsider its 
moves lc» huild a Jewish sel- 
llcmcm in East Jerusalem at 
a White Mouse meeting set 
for March IK. 

Laier Kabariti told a spe¬ 
cial session of Parliament 
that "no normal lies can he 
established wilh Jordan ... 
so long as Jerusalem is tar¬ 
geted and .settlements are 
being constructed." 

Some members of the 


I'raeli Knesset launched an 
.itlack on Netanyahu Tues¬ 
day lollowing publication 
• if the King's letter. 

"The prime minister has 
turned into a strategic threat 
•>n the security and well 
being of the slate." Mcrctz 
leader 't ossi Sarid was 
quoted hy the Jerusalem 
"He has completely 
lost lhe confidence of even 
those who were happy he 
was elected." 

Knesset mem her Ran 
Cohen from Mcrctz called 
for a special and said "The 
prime minister’s zigzag pol¬ 
icy endangers the good, 
stable peace we have with 
Jordan." ■ 

Full text of King's letter 
on page 2 
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Jordanians stand 
behind government 
on Jerusalem 

AMMAN (Starj— Jordanians reacted with anger to the 
latest Israeli decision to build a new settlement on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim. They expressed their full support to the 
stand of His Majesty King Hussein as pointed out in his 
letter to the Israeli Prime Minister. 

Jordan considers Israeli practices in Jerusalem as "a 
clear violations not only to the Palestinian-Israeli peace 
treaty, but also to the Jordanian-lsraeli accord,” Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti told the Lower 
House's special session on Jerusalem. “Arab Jerusalem 
is an occupied Arab land which must be returned to 
Palestinian sovereignty.” Kabariti added, “that any 
unilateral change in its status before the Gnat status 
negotiations poses a serious threat to the entire peace 
process.” 

Opposition parties, professional associations and 
popular organizations are holding a festival of solidarity 
for Jerusalem this Saturday. 15 March at the 
Professional Associations Complex. 

During Wednesday's special session of (he Lower 
House on Jerusalem. 23 legislators called on the govern¬ 
ment to abrogate the Jordanian-lsraeli peace treaty. The 
opposition deputies said in a memo submitted to Lower 
House Speaker. Saad Hayel AI Sroor, that "Such practic¬ 
es by the Zionist enemy reconfirm its aggressive and ex¬ 
pansionist nature, and its attempts to penetrate the Arab 
world~without any adherence to our rights in our lands 
and holy places.” 

Opposition deputies also called on the government to 
withdraw the Jordanian ambassador in Tel Aviv. 

Other deputies also demanded that the government ter¬ 
minates relations with Israel and called for joint Arab 

Continued on page 2 
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King orders dramatic 
reforms in the country’s 
political life 
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British royalty launches web site—but 
don’t wait up for Queen’s reply 
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By W illiam D. Montaibano 
LONDON—Her majesty the 
queen is accessible, but she will 
not interact. 

Visiting a public school -in 
London lost week. Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth formally inaugurated 
Buckingham Palace’s royal 
home page on the Internet. 

The official royal web site is: 
http://www.royaLgov.uk 

The queen may be online, 
but the royal Windsors aren’t 
talking..' 

There's no % 
two way e- 
maii, although 
you can leave 
wordinavisi- n 
tor's book that K 0 Q 
you called. 1 1 r K 

■ Palace offi¬ 
cials promise 

that the 150 -page web site will 
offer quicker access to a wealth 
of information about Bntain s 
royals than what is now availa¬ 
ble in a profusion of palace 




booklets and fact sheets. 

Illustrated with color pic¬ 
tures, the royal site promises to 
be a homework boon, offering 
information about the queen 
and her family, including facts 
and pictures about royal per¬ 
sonages and palaces past and 
luturc, as well as a diary of 
royal activities. 

'The British Monarchy, The 
Official Website" says the 
page, showing a picture of the 
jewel studded cor¬ 
onation crown and 
pointing travelers 
to categories like 
Today’s Royal 

Family. There are 
official biogra¬ 

phies. pboins and 
even a royal fam¬ 
ily tree. 

With the merest of 
electronic curtsies, browsers 
are admitted to the Royal art 
collection and to a section that 
answers frequently asked ques- 


ort 


linns: Whn w.i> the ku(I mon¬ 
arch to light in battle? iGeorge 
VI.rhc naval Baltic of Jutland. 
19IM. How many people 
receive congratulatory mes¬ 
sages from the queen c.nh 
year? (4.714 to centenarians 
and 10.817 to Diamond ifoth) 
Wedding celebrants in 1995.} 

Mostly culled from existing 
documents, the inlormaiinn 
includes swatches nl history, 
accounts of royal finance, pub¬ 
lic documents, statements and 
press releases. The release hol¬ 
iest off the press Thursday 
announced the appointment of 
a 311-year-old assistant press 
officer to the queen. 

The palace said the site 
would be regularly upgraded, 
probably lor the first lime with 
addition of the Queen's Com¬ 
monwealth Day message itevt 
Monday. 

"We regard the site as an 
.important part nl our public 
information work which will 


nuke the monarchy more 

accessible, reaching a wider 

and potentially huge audience.” 
a palace -pikeswoman said. 

The site is not expected to 
allcet the queen's How of snail 
mail, around 2txi tellers a day 
now. Lhe spokeswoman said. 

Under construction lor more 
lhan a year, the site is being 
financed from the palace's pub¬ 
licity budget, j staid, itnaae- 
promoting venture by a royal 
family whose standing has been 
damaged by divorces, too- 
public love affairs and a parade 
oj'lurid headlines. 

Royal watchers have long 
had ether access to unofficial 
inturmaiiiin about the lives and 
times of the royals, with British 
publications regularly publish¬ 
ing Internet addresses for web 
sites ranging from serious to 
scurrilous. 

A Guide tu British Monarehs 
I http./Avu \i .ingress.com/gail/) 

Continued on page 2 


By Raed AI Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

THE TRAGEDY of children at 
an Amman orphanage, which 
distressed and angered His 
Majesty King Hussein, may be 
seen in the future as the spark 
thai launched the momentum to 
reshape the next gov ernment and 
restructure the political system in 
the country. 

Appearing on the local news 
show "Sixty Minutes” last Fri¬ 
day. the King made it clear what 
reforms he hod in mind— 
especially when the issues of 
Parliamentary elections and the 
make-up of the cabinet are con¬ 
cerned. In the King's view there 
should be a distinct and legal 
separation between the posts of 
deputy’ and government minister, 
an issue which has bedevilled 
former prime ministers. The 
King also appeared to be moving 
away from the decades-old prac¬ 
tice of regional representation in 
the cahineL .And iasL but not 
least, the King reiterated what he 
had already instructed his Prime 
Minister to do a week ago, which 
is to ease the load on government 
agencies and bodies in order to 
create a more efficient 
govern mcnL 

These reforms must be intro¬ 
duced and soon, the King 
emphasized. He made it clear 
that these tough reform will 
moke the core of the mandate of 

the next government. 

The King appeare to be ready 
to lead the way in the reform rev¬ 
olution particularly those relating 
to social welfare and the reduc¬ 
tion in the number of slate 
employees, 

"Specialized committees will 
be formed to study ways to 
increase the productivity and 
efficiency of the administrative 
system, and to reduce the num¬ 
ber of personnel.” the King said 
on the TV show-. 

King Hussdn left nobody out 
of the circle of criticism. Obser¬ 
vers believe that he will keep his 
options open regarding die con¬ 
tinuation of Prime Minister 
Abdci Karim Al Kabariti in 
office. 

“But if he [Kabariti] is afraid 
of braving the storms—God for¬ 
bid, and I do not think this is (he 
case—then wc have to think of 
another solution." the King told 
his TV interviewer. 


According to sources the King 
will soon dissolve Parliament as 
it has almost completed its four 
constitutional sessions. 

Also the King wishes to hold 
early Parliamentary elections 
which could take place in Sep¬ 
tember. acceding to senior gov¬ 
ernment sources. 

Election fever has already 
started in Parliament There an? 
already 50 deputies who have 
announced their intention to seek 
reelection, most of those remain¬ 
ing in the 80-seal chamber said 
they won’t- The current govern¬ 
ment includes 22 deputy/ 
ministers, mostly moderate cen¬ 
trists or pro-govern meat depu¬ 
ties. A good number are 
expected to contest their Lower 
House seats and are ready to 
resign their cabinet posts once 
the Prime Minister gets the green 
light from the Palace. 

Which bring us to the much 
talked about reshuffle Informed 
sources say only 10 ministers in 
the current government will 
retain their posts, particularly the 
so-called technocrats who now 
hold the economy related 
portfolios. 

The King's new approach 
concerning ending an unwritten 
rule about regional representa¬ 
tion in government will be a 
major turning point. “1 think it is 
not right." die King said. Minis¬ 
ters "should be the best and most 
qualified so that they can shoul¬ 
der their responsibilities and per¬ 
form their duties,” he added. 

All previous cabinets were 
composed carefully taking into 
consideration the balance that 
should be maintained between 
north and south, Muslim and 
Christian and Jordanian and 
Palestinian. 

As usual, the King will be 
directly involved in choosing the 
members of the coming govern¬ 
ment. The Prime Minister has 
started to compile names of pos¬ 
sible candidates (hat wifi make 
up his next ministerial team, 
which according to sources wall 
not number more than 20. 

Some ministers are expected 
to leave. Ministers of interior 
and justice. Awad Khleifat and 
Abdel Karim Al Dughmi, who 
are both deputies, will not be on 
Prime Minister Kabariti’s new 
cabinet list 

Unconfirmed sources suggest 


that the Minister of Higher Edu¬ 
cation Dr Abdallah Nsour will 
leave if he is not offered the post 
of Deputy Prime Minister. Also 
Minister of Tourism, Dr Saleh 
Jrsheidat. and Minister of Youth, 
Mohammad Dawoudieh, will be 
going. 

The four ministers without 
portfolios will also be sere home. 
Stale ministerialships were intro¬ 
duced by Dr Abdel Sal am Al 
Majaii when he was in office in 
1993 to appease the different par¬ 
liamentary' blocs. 

The Ministry or Higher Echi- 
cation will be swallowed by the 
Ministry of Education, while the 
Ministries of Culture and Youth 
will be merged into one. Official 
sources denied press reports that 
the Ministry of Supply will be 
abolished and not much is 
known about the fate of the Min¬ 
istry of Information. 

The coming ministerial team 
will be deputy-free, according to 
the Royal wish. “Maybe the 
issue of having deputy/ministers 
is one of the reasons behind the 
aggravation of the (bureaucratic) 
problem in terms of the person's 
keenness to serve people close to 
him at the expense of public 
interest,” the King said in last 
week's interview. 

Political sources predicted that 
the reshuffle is expected to be 
announced later this month after 
lhe Parliament adjourns. 

This will make it easier for the 
new government to proceed 
without having To submit itself to 
a vote of confidence in 
Parliament. 

The next Kabariti reshuffle 
will be a mixture between what 
is termed as “security experts'* 
and technocrats. 17% first group 
will be involved in paving the 
way for the coming elections 
while the second will be in 
charge of mantaining economic 
reforms and agreements readied 
with international Organizations. 
Observers suggest that Kabariti 
will bring in political heavy¬ 
weights to open the road for 
major electoral reforms inducting 
increasing the number of depu¬ 
ties to 100 from 80, creating a 
women quota—at least 20 
women are being fielded to fight 
the next election and reducing 
the voting age to 18. ■ 


















Fund-raising campaign for cancer i 
shouldered by whole community 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

LOCATED IN a 30.000 meter area in 
Amman. A1 Amal Cancer Center is seen a 
place that gives “hope” (which is its mean¬ 
ing in Arabic) and determination to those 
people who have cancer. The center is a 
national project that was the fruit of many 
years of hard work and contributions from 
many people and voluntary societies, it is a 
non-governmental and non-profit 
institution. 

U is apparent from its motto, "the owner. 
Jordan's citizens, the Financier, All of us” 
that every dinar deposited into the Center’s 
fund comes from genuine feelings from Jor¬ 
danians and From others worldwide. 

These people share ihe common aim of 
fighting cancer by hoping to fmd a cure for 
this fatal disease. 

Not only is proper medical care required 
for persons with cancer, but it is important 
that the public become aware of what can¬ 
cer patients are going through. 

Fund-raising is the major push behind the 
center. In October 1992, Jordan Television 
had an all day “Telethon” to raise money 
for the establishment of the center. It was a 
huge success. 

People from ail over the country pledged 
contributions to the cause, and others 
flocked to the headquarters of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies (GUVS) to 
contribute what they can afford, even small 
children participated. 

The Director of the Al Amal Cancer Cen¬ 
ter Dr Abdullah Al Khatib told The Star 
that “in 1992 we also had a marathon of 
25.000 people who marched from the 


Sports City to the projected headquarters of 
the Amal Center.” He said that this proves 
that cancer is much more than a disease but 
it involves making people more aware.” 

Al Khatib points out that the center pro¬ 
vides for early detection. This is done 
through screening units with satellites and 
mobile units to detect malignant tumors, 
especially of the breast, uterus, prostate, tes¬ 
ticles and lungs. 

“We are doing research on the disease 
that is attacking our children." Al Khatib 
added that there are many children waiting 
for the center to start. 

The diagnosis of the disease is made 
through surgery, chemotherapy, bone mar¬ 
row transplants and radiotherapy and 
branch therapy. 

The center also shoulders the responsibil¬ 
ity to rehabilitate cancer-afTccted victims 
through a physiotherapy and rehabilitation 
program as well as psychosocial counsel¬ 
ling for patients and their families, ■* ■' 

But this is not ail. It also contributes to 
international clinical research in the field of 
cancer besides co-operating in organizing 
training courses for doctors, nurses and 
other health carc professionals. 

The Al Amal center is planning to have 
satellite links with cancer centers around the 
world to benefit from their expertise and 
provide for the exchange of information and' 
latest developments in cancer treatment and 
medical consultations. 

There is also a growing sense of national 
responsibility for the center as exemplified 
by people's responsibility to donate to the 
center, fo the 1992 Telethon people 
donated about JD 7 million. Since then, the 
figures have been going up and total dona¬ 


tion is today estimated at an impressive JD 
11 million. 

The center is also helped by GUVS, hut 
other donations are coming in the form of 
loans from the Jeddah-based Islamic Devel¬ 
opment Bank, and a grant from tie 
Netherlands. 

The center has gradually started opera¬ 
tions with tiie women’s screening clinic, 
stop smoking clinic, healthy diet and weight 
control. However it is expected to be felly 
operational by the end of April. 

But help and contribution is also coming 
in from different international sources. Can¬ 
ada. for instance, is the latest. 

A cross country run is to be held in 
Amman on 25 April under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. HRH fVinee 
Ra'ad. the Canadian Embassy in Amman 
and Al Amal Center. 

More than 10.000 people from all ages 
are expected to take part in the run. These 
include students and representatives from 
clubs and other voluntary societies. 

The event is titled the “Terry Fox Al 
Amal Center Run.” Terry Fox is a Canadian 
athlete who died because of cancer in 1981 
at the age of 23. 

He suffered from bone cancer in his knee 
when he was 18. His leg had to be ampu- 
; toted to try and save him. 

' • With an amputated leg Fox started his 
Marathon of Hope across Canada However 
he was unable to continue as cancer spread 
to his lugs. After his death he became a 
symbol of sacrifice and determination. 
Since his death, an annual run. in Canada 
and around the world, is held in memory-of 
the young hero who insisted on fighting tfe 
disease. 


Preparations for the run are currently 
under way. Last Sunday, a press conference 
was held at the Marriott Hotel it was 
attended by Prince Ra'ad and the Canadian 
Ambassador in Amman, Mr Michael 
Mulloy. 

Prince Ra’ad said we are aJJ responsible 
for fighting this disease. 

The route for the run will cover approxi¬ 
mately 10 kilometers and participants are 
asked to nm or march, but not use their 
cars. 

“If one wants to do anything, he must do 
it properly to get friends joining the march 
or run. the Prince added. 

Mr Molloy told The Star that this disease 
doesn’t have boundaries. Terry Fox has 
become a symbol of human sufferings. 

“Canada and Jordan share a common 
characteristic that is “voluntarism,” which is 
the true measure of the spirit of people,” 
Molloy added. 

Canada has channelled SI 68 million to 
fight cancer and provide fend for more 
research. 

The question why Jordan has been cho¬ 
sen to be the destination for the Terry Fox 
Run. is because it has the first comprehen¬ 
sive center for cancer treatment in the 
region. 

Al Amal Centre is a place where research 
and treatment go hand-m-hand to reduce the 
pains of cancer affected patients. Molloy 
said. 

“Had Terry Fox been alive, he would 
have realized that his dream to find a cure 
for cancer came true. When he decided to 
run across Canada in 1980. Terry Fox 
called ij the Marathon of Hope and Al Amal 
Centre.-is really a place for hope.” ■ 



Text of letter sent from His Majesty 
King Hussein to Israeli Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 


US will attend Gam meeting 


Prime Minister, 

My distress is genuine and 
deep over the accumulating 
tragic actions which you have 
initiated al the head of the 
government of Israel, making 
peace—the worthiest objec¬ 
tive of my life—appear more 
and more like a distant elu¬ 
sive mirage. I could remain 
aloof if the very lives of all 
Arabs and Israelis and their 
future were not fast sliding 
towards an abyss of blood¬ 
shed and disaster, brought 
about by fear and despair. 

I frankly cannot accept 
your repeated excuse of hav¬ 
ing to act the way you do 
under great duress and pres¬ 
sure. I cannot believe that the 
people of Israel seek blood¬ 
shed and disaster and oppose 
peace. Nor can I believe that 
the most constitutionally pow¬ 
erful prime minister in Israeli 
history would act on other 
than his total convictions. 

The saddest reality that has 
been dawning on me is that I 
do not find you by my side in 
working to fulfill God’s will 
for the final reconciliation of 
all lhe-descendants of the chil¬ 
dren of Ahruham. 

Your 7 .-course of actions 
seem bent on destroying ail I 
believe in or have striven to 
achieve with the Hashemite 
family since Faisal the First 
and Abdullah to the present 
times. You cannot send me 
assurances that you would not 


sanction any further construc¬ 
tion of settlements and tell me 
of your decision to construct 
two roads to help all con¬ 
cerned Israelis and Palestin¬ 
ians alike and then renege on 
your commitment. In pushing 
matters to the point of secur¬ 
ing-a US veto at.the Security . 
Council, you have ill served 
the* image arid interest of your 
major ally and benefactor and 
our partner in peace making 
as the honest balanced peace 
broker. V . 

Mr Prime Ministervif it is 
your intention to.rte^euver 
our Palestinian brethren into 
inevitable 'Violent resistance, 
then order your bulldozers 
into the proposed settlement 
site without doing much 
which is needed in recogni¬ 
tion of Palestinian and Arab 
sensitivity, anger and despair 
and ameliorating the.situation, 
then order the young "Israeli 
members of your powerful 
armed forces surrounding Pal¬ 
estinian towns to commit 
wanton murder and mayhem, 
possibly resulting in creating 
yet a fresh exodus of hapless 
Palestinians from theirs, and 
their ancestors, homeland and 
bury the peace process for all 
times. 

On 'the question ofvyour 
withdrawal from territories 
you have committed'Israel, 
before the US, Jordan;- and the 
world, to complete the -pro¬ 
cess by mid-1998. what good 


did it serve to offer such an 
insignificant first phase with¬ 
drawal? Why the apparent 
continued deliberate humilia¬ 
tion of your so called Pales¬ 
tinian partners? Can any 
worthwhile relationship thrive 
in the absence of mutual 
respect and trust? 

.‘ Why are Palestinians still 
■confirming that their agricultu¬ 
ral products still rot awaiting 
entry into Israel and export? 
Why the delay when it is 
known that unless work is 
authorized to commence on 
the Gaza port, before the end 
of this month, the complete 
project would suffer a year’s 
-delay? "Finally, the Gaza Air¬ 
port— alFof 'us have addressed 
the subject numerous times 
with a view to having a legiti¬ 
mate Palestinian need met and 
to give their.leaders and peo¬ 
ple their own free access to the 
world rather than their present 
confinement and need to exit 
and return through other sove¬ 
reign territories. 

- -1 had requested permission 
and intended to fly President 
Arafat myself, in Jordan's offi¬ 
cial State Tristar, to the Pales¬ 
tinian airport of Gaza as I had 
requested earlier, during my 
Hebron intervention, to fly by 
a fixed wing aircraft, accepting 
your refusal thert only because 
there were far. more important 
issues at hand, -f 
I anticipated your positive 
response this time. 1 believed 


it would have helped improve 
the atmosphere considerably, 
but alas, it was not to be. 
Now. suppose I had tatepierff 
nonetheless for Gaza.'m. the 
full right of a friend.-then 
would you have ordered my 
fellow pilots in the Israeli Air 
Force—those who escorted 
me on the same aircraft over 
Israel in what became known 
as the “First Flight of 
Peace”—it seems so long 
ago—to prevent me forcibly 
from landing or worse? 

You will never know how 
dose you came to having to 
make a decision on the sub¬ 
ject had 1 . on this occasion, 
not planned to carry guests 
back home. How can 1 work 
with you as a partner and true 
friend in this confused and 
confusing atmosphere when 1 
sense an intent to destroy all I' 
worked to build between our 
peoples and states. 

Stubbornness over real 
issues is one thing, but for its 
own sake. 1 wonder. In any 
event. I have discovered that 
you have your own mindset 
and appear in no need for any 
advice from a friend. 

I deeply regret having to 
write you this personal mes¬ 
sage but it is my sense of 
responsibility and concern 
which has prompted me for 
posterity to do so in the face 
of the unknown. ■ 

Sincerely, 
Hussein 


Continued frogipage 1 

frustration -of the Palestinian 
' leadership.”.said Stite Depart¬ 
ment spokesman i Nicholas 
Burns. “They’ve been buffeted 
by some fairly significant Israeli 
government decisions over the 
last couple of weeks. Chairman 
Arafat obviously feels the need 
to talk to friendly countries 
around the world, and that's 
appropriate-.- 

A US in Israel said a 

low-level representative most 
likely would be sent to the Gaza 
Strip.^nd that the international 
meeqog ^-as not expected, to 
produce either a unified state¬ 
ment or a positive response 
from Israel. 

Israel announced plans Feb. 
24 to build 6,500 apartments for 
Jews on a hilT in southeastern 
Jerusalem called Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. The Israeli government 
| says it has the right to build any¬ 
where in Jerusalem. Palestinians 
say the project is an attempt to 
pre-empt final-status negotia¬ 
tions called for in the peace 
.accord and therefore violates 
thatagreemenL 

Tensions between the two 
sides worsened Friday when 
Israel announced a plan to pull 
troops out of 9 percent of the 
West Bank during the first of 
three scheduled redeployments. 
Palestinian leaders wanted 30 
percent of the West Bank 
handed over in the first 
redeploy menL 

Palestinian leaders charge 
that Israel is “negotiating with 
itself’ and dictating terms to 
them. The Palestinians’ chief 
negotiator. Mahmoud Abbas, 
and his team have offered to 
resign, although Arafat has not 
accepted their letters. 
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Israeli officials respond that 
Arafat is trying to create an 
atmosphere of crisis to press for 
greater territorial concessions 
from Israel. Arafat on Monday 
described Netanyahu’s decision 
to remove Israeli troops from 9 
percent of the West Bank—7 
percent of which had been 
largely in Palestinian bands 
already—as “a trick afld con¬ 
spiracy against the’ .peace 
process.” - 

Political and diplomatic 
observers say Arafat is arrang-. 
ing the meeting in an effort to 
relieve the political pressure 
from Palestinians who feel the 
peace process is not producing 
adequate results. 

Palestinian leaders, incensed 
at Israel's efforts to impose its 
will on matters they see as cen¬ 
tral to their ongoing talks, 
stepped up their warnings that 
the simmering violence could 
explode. 

Nonetheless, Arafat does, 
have regional support- King 
Hussein, sent a harshly worded 
letter to Prime Minister Netan¬ 
yahu earlier this week criticizing 
his policy and warning the 
peace process may collapse if 
Israel builds the Jerusalem 
project. 

And Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, in Washington 
for meetings with US officials, 
warned that violence in the Mid- 
east and terrorism against the 
United States could escalate if 
the peace process unravels. 

President Clinton said Mon¬ 
day that be realizes the latest US 
veto of a UN resolution critical 
of Israel could damage Ameri¬ 
can credibility in the Arab world 
but said that he bad to act to pre¬ 
vent the United Nations from 
interfering in negotiations 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

In a news conference after 
their White House meeting 
Monday, Clinton and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
agreed that Israel will put the 
peace' process in jeopardy if it 


goes ahead with plans to build a 
new Jewish neighborhood in 
East Jerusalem. But die two 
leaders disagreed sharply over 
the impact of Washington's veto 
of a Security Council resolution 

he^iTconfident 
that foe US veto, cast Friday to 
block a measure supported by 
the 14 other council members, 
would not be seen in Israel as a 
green light to build still more 
Jewish settlements. But Muba¬ 
rak, argued that, if the resolution : 
had passed, ‘It may have given : 
a signal* to the Israelis 'to aoja 
any settlement activities, espe* . 
dally in the area of Jerusalem, 
which is illegal” 

When an Egyptian reporter 
suggested that the veto would 
erode US credibility as a Middle 
East peace broker and damage 
Washington’s standing in the 
• Arab world. Clinton.responded: 
“In all candor. I’nrvery con¬ 
cerned about that.... I was very 
aware of how the veto might 
make foe United States look in 
the Arab workL” 

Meanwhile, US officials 
reportedly have urged Israel to 
take “confidence building meas¬ 
ures” to ease tensions with foe 
Palestinians, such as to approve 
Palestinian plans for an airport 
and seaport in the Gaza Strip, 
open a route for Palestinians to 
travel across Israel between the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
and wait to break ground in East 
Jerusalem. 

In public remarks, Israeli offi¬ 
cials held to their insistence that 
they will proceed immediately 
with construction at the site 
known to Israel as Har Homa. 

‘There will be no backing 
down.” said David Bar Ilian, 
chief of communications'-and 
policy pfenning. 

In private, other officials 
showed the first signs of soft¬ 
ness. One senior adviser noted 
that international pressure had 
forced former premier Yitzhak 
Rabin to abandon East Jerusa¬ 
lem building plans and said T 
can’t tell you” if that might hap¬ 
pen again. ■ 

LA Times-Washutgton Post 
Newsservice 


Royal web site 
debuts—but 
don't wait up 
for Queen’s 

Continued from page 1 
offers basic historical informa¬ 
tion on all kings and queens* 
Britain's Press Awwaw 
reports, while The Royals Ncr- 
woric llutp:// 

www.royalnctworic.com} takes 
a satirical view of all things 
royal. 

Diana, foe divorced pnnc«R 
of Wales, is foe mos! popular 
royal in cyberspace, the te-snei- 
ation says, recommending a ^ 
fink to several spot* via http:// 

membere.aol.eom/dougloso5.v 

links.him .. . 

Two months ago, the British 
government beat the palace 
into foe ether, establishing a 
web site that answers common 
questions about foe operation 
of the prime minister’s office 
at 10 Downing Street. The 
address is http:// 

www.number 10 .gov ,uk 
Like the new palace sice, num¬ 
ber 10 is only supplying infor¬ 
mation for now. The addition 
of electronic mail is planned 
there later, though, a spokes¬ 
man at foe prime minister s 
office said last week. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 

News Service ^ 

Jordanians 
>tand behind 
government 
on Jerusalem 

Continued from page 1 

action to counter the Israeli 
violations against Arab 
rights. 

On behalf of 41 deputies 
representing three Parlia¬ 
mentary blocs, and the 
^National Constitutional 
Party (an alliance of eight 
centrist parties), Abdel . 
Raqtrf Al Rawabdehp 
addressed the Housed ses¬ 
sion. He said such Israeli vio¬ 
lations aim- to derail the 
peace process. Further, be 
condemned the latest Ameri- 
' ran - decision to veto UN 
Security resolution against 
Israel. 

Al Rawabdeh called on 
Islamic countries to hold a 
summit to support the Pales- 
■ timau people and protect the 
Holy City from any attempts 
to change its features. 

The opposition parties 
reiterated their rejection of 
the peace treaties between 
Arab states and IsraeL ‘The 
situation has reached the 
edge of a popular explosion 
to counter ' the Israeli- 
American hegemony,” said . 
Salem Al Nahass, general «S& 
secretary of the leftist Peo¬ 
ple’s Democratic Party. 
“Such expected explosior- 
moves Arab officials 1 . j 
announce their distre , 
regarding the aggress^* 
Israeli policies.” A! 
suggested that what fig 
needed to confront the lati^ 
developments is to ‘‘hold j 
Arab summit that reviews B 
the American-Israeli settl 
ment process (peace process— 
in a framework that safe*, 
guards the Arab national 
interests and rights.” ^ 
Mr Sulieman Arar, secre- ] 
tary general of Al Mustaqbal \ 
Party fully supported the - 
Kings stand expressed in his . 
letter to Netanyahu. “The let¬ 
ter expressed our feelings.” A 
Arar said that we should r 
strongly stand against Israeli 
attempts to Jndaize Jerusa¬ 
lem. “The peace that they are 
“Ting for will not be settled 
without redeeming Arab 
Jerusalem.” ■ 
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In cooperation with 
the Czeh Embsssy, Czech Airlines, 
Motor Trade (Importer of Skoda Cars) 
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O Jordan’s poticad, economic 

and cultural weekly 

in France... 

The Star will publish a special 
French-language supplement to be 
distributed in France in cooperation 
with the Jordan Tourism Board 
during the activities of the Jordanian 
Season in France (March to August). 
The special issue will be published on 
20 March and will provide Jordanian 
businesses with an opportunity to 
. reach French public interested in 
Jordan. For more information about 
putting your message please call 
Mahmoud Fares 
on 645-380 or 652-380. 
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Monday, 17 
8d)0 p.m. 


Mar Tejadas (Organ) 
College de la Salle 

/D5 


in cooperation with InstitW Cervantes m| ^ 
and Rasisson SAS Hotel Ammon 


it- 




Saturday, 22 Adam Norris (Horn) 

8:00 pjn. and the Orchestra 

of the National Music Conservatory 
L Mohammad Othman Sidiq, conductor 

Hotel Intercontinental-Jordan 
JD7 

In cooperation with Hotel Intercontinentqijordan ^ .. 
and Royal Jordanian wsamwiML 

688481 - Philadelphia Book Gallery, te}. 605861 

- Radisson SAS Hotel Amman, teL 607100 

- Romero Restaurant, tel. 644227 
. - Safeway. teL 685311 

-The Royal Cultural Center, teL 669026 

- The National Music .Conservatory, teL 687620 



Tickets available at: 

- AJahHa Abeia Superstore, teL 
-AUssar Rowers,cel, .5527695 

- Ardsana. teL 647838 

- Bablche, td. 66f322 

- CaftPMoka, tel. 856285 

- Music''Box, tel. 815745 
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King calls for improvement in living 
conditions of judges 

■ His Majesty King Hussein instructed the government to 
improve the living conditions ol judges by granting them 
^peciul allowances. The King said these measures should 
be taken as soon as possible to ensure that “the judicial 
system in Jordan continues to serve as a model of integrity, 
independence and capable of shouldering Its 
responsibilities." 

The King pointed out that the judicial system should 
attract the most qualified and competent judges “who work 
conscientiously and hear their responsibilities with 
objectivity and courage, rising above any personal whims 
and material desires." 

The King stressed the need tor the government to take 
quick action to increase allowances for judges, stressing 
that the pensions ol those who completed 30 years in 
.service should not exceed their present salaries if they 
continue in their jobs: otherwise judges will he encouraged 
to quit their jobs and work as lawyers. 

The judges had demanded that the government introduce 
measures to enhance the independence of the judiciary, 
amend legislation related to judiciary work and reform 
laws to ensure a comprehensive health insurance system 
lor them and their families. 

Mjalli wins JLA presidency 

■ Former Jordan Lawyers Association (JLA) President 
Hussein Mjalli was reelected to his post for another 
two-year term. This is the fourth time (hat Mr Mjalli holds 
the tort ol the association. The former deputy, standing on 
a nationalist ticket, won an overwhelming victory at 1238 
votes. His main opponent, the Islamist Saleh Armouti won 
991 votes. The Fatah-supported candidate. Zuhdi A1 Disi 
lulled abysmally at only 376 votes. However, the elections 
had to go into second round. Only 2450 out of 3138 
registered in the association took part in the elections held 
last week. There are now 832 extra lawyers and 1187 
trainee lawyers. What is interesting however, is the results 
of the elections to the 10-man executive council of the 
JLA. While the nationalists took six seats, the Islamists 
were hot on their heels at four seats, with one independent 
This could suggest a long term trend for the Islamists, that 
they could very well conic to overtake the historically 
nationalist dominated JLA in future elections. This is very 
real, alter all. the Islamists do dominate other professional 
associations. 

New president for human rights 
organization 

■ Najeeb AI Rashdan has become president for the Arab 

Human Rights Organization 
that held elections for its 
new administrative 

committee. AI Rashdan is a 
veteran lawyer, who was the 
chief judge of the Cessation 
Court. He also was the man 
who was in charge of 
drawing up the charter for 
the Institution of Freedom, 

Democracy and Human 
Rights Studies, that was 
quietly shelved. H!s 
appointment is likely to stir 
controversy because he is a 
staunch supporter of human 
rights. 



Rashdan 


Farewell Madadha 

■ The recent resignation of Khalid Madadha as Minister 
of State at the Foreign Ministry opened up a can of worms. 
At first he would not give reasons for his resignation, then 
all of a sudden he blasted out ai Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim AI Kabarill calling him dictatorial. Indeed, this is 
not the first lime that the Prime Minister has been in such a 
sticky situation. The first was with the Minister of 
Communication. Jamal AI Saraireh. who withdrew his 
resignation soon after he submitted it. The usual reasons 
were given. Madadha says that AI Kabariii patronized his 
ministers. The straw that broke the camel's back 
according to the minister was when the Prime Minister’s 
secretary^phoned his secretary asking her to tell Madadha 
to vacate his office because he wanted to come to the 
ministry to meet a number of ambassadors. Madadha said 
that Kabariti wanted him to go into another office in the 
ministry while he meets with the ambassadors. There is 
another view to this story of course and that is provided 
by advemmcnl side. U claims that Madadha’s resignation 
was because of family reasons, something that the he 
strongly denies. 

Blood relations! 

■ Dr Ahd Salem AI Majaiti. former Prime Minister and 
architect of the Jordan-Israeli peace treaty, said that there 
was real unity between Jordanians and Palestinians based 
on blood relations and economy before 1948. He told the 
United Arab Emirates-based Al Bayan daily that the AI 
MaialJi tribe, for instance, came from Hebron in the 
occupied West Bank. He therefore wondered whether the 
sons of this tribe can be labelled Jordanians or 
Palestinians since at that time a significant number of 
Palestinian families come to Jordan and the reverse is 
uue of Jordanians. He said that since the Wadi Araba 
neace treaty, discussions centered on two categories of 
people: The 1948 refugees and the 1967 displaced 
persons The former are from Heifa, Jafa and other cities, 
however, they have a problem. If they were allowed to go 
hack the majority wouldn’t have anywhere to go to. Dr 
Maialli said that in his opinion the “individual from Haifa 
•md Jaffa would consider Nablus. Amman, and Irbid as 
The same since he can’t return to Haifa." The second 

": e ; or y are the 1967 displaced persons who came from 
^ West Bank and ihe Gaza Strip. He said that these 
rl!*nnle would return as soon as a viable Palestinian entity 
fs formed, but if there is an opportunity for them to slay 
in Jordan, they will not return. 

ear accidents: When will they learn 

■ Iordan must have one of the highest car road accidents 
" {he world. Last February 3550 road accidents around 
hr Kingdom were registered. This means that every day 
£ rr X averaee of 117 accidents, about five of these 
1 rnir every hour. Surprisingly only 36 people were 

while 1234 were injured.-Most of the accidents. 
!j!ji 7 d ^ere direct hits between vehicles. Police sources 
most of these accidents occur because there is 
sa y that mo between cars, but nobody listens it 
n0t en °McKi of th*e accidents could be avoided if only 
*?*L £5* enough care. There should be for instance at 
feast twowconds between each car on the road. 

cnlidarity with the Holy City 

Solidan j . p ro f css i Q naJ associations and 

■ WjXaE* arc holding a festival of solidarity 
P 0 ^ 3 rlrv ^rusalem this Saturday, 15 March at the 
for ; he S Associations Complex. Dr Saeed Thiyab 
Pr ?/ e STforthe opposition parties while Islamic Action 
wif speak f ® r ‘ ne J Mans0ljr speak on behalf o 

Front vTdeDuti^Sulieman Arar. general secreiary of 
ortWfWL2El. will also speak for the Arab political 
,he - Al tSSS Taher Al Masn is expected to speak for 
K" ie ;, Society 



His Majesty King Hussein and PNA President Yasser Arafat inspect the guards of honor, Saturday. Mr Arafat paid a 
two-day visit to Amman to discuss the latest developments in the peace process and the consequences of the last Israeli 
decision to build a settlement on Jabal Abu Ghncim. The two leaders agreed to intensify all efforts to overcome the diffi¬ 
culties facing the peace process. King Hussein later sent a strongly-worded message to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu warning him of the dire effects if Israel goes ahead with its plans. Mr Arafat left Amman on Sunday , (See 
frontpage story). 


Ambassador Henry De Bruyn 

‘The South African “miracle” 
continues, although we are 
not without our problems’ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr 
Henry De Bruyn is Jordan's 
first South African ambassa¬ 
dor. Born in 1931, he has 
long taken up the struggle 
for a post-apartheid South 
Africa. As a member of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC). Mr De Bruyn was an 
active diplomat on the inter¬ 
national arena. He talked to 
The Star about South 
Africa's relations with Jor¬ 
dan, cooperation with the 
Arab world, and his coun¬ 
try’s relations with the rest 
of Africa. 

How do you characterize 
Jordan-South African rela¬ 
tions at the present time? 

The relationship is warm 
and friendly, characterized by 
positive attitudes on both 
sides. Much work still needs to 
be done. however—trade 
could be improved, we would 
like to see larger numbers of 
tourists from each country vis¬ 
iting the other, and it should 
be possible lo see increased 
cooperation in technical fields 
such as water management. 

President Nelson Mendala 
was supposed to have visited 
Jordan last November. The 
visit was postponed then. Is 
another -visit now on the 
agenda? 

A visit by President Man¬ 
dela to Jordan remains a high 
priority. I am not in a position 
lo discuss dales at this Mage us 
these are currently being 
reviewed by all the panics 
involved. 

South Africa has recently 
agreed to sell Syria weapons 
to the tune of $600,000 mil¬ 
lion. This has created contro¬ 
versy, but Mr Mendala was 
adamant that the sale should 
go through. Is this one way 
of South Africa showing 
international resolve and is it 
another way of gaining a 
foothold in the Arab region? 

For ihe record, no contract 
to sell any defence equipment 
to Syria exists. The Cabinet 
agreed that a South African 
company could market its 
product—an electronic conk 
sighting system—in Syria. 
However, this does not imply 
that a sale is imminent, and it 
is expected that any tender for 
the sale of such equipment 
would only he issued between 
the years 1999 and 2«00. If. at 
that point, the South African 
company wished to submit a 
bid. the National Conventional 
Arms Control Committee and 
(he Cabinet would decide 
whether the Suuth African 
company could in fact bid for 
the contract to sell. Thai deci¬ 
sion would be based on the 
guidelines governing the 
export of conventional weap¬ 
ons, the prevailing situation in 
the Middle East at ihe time 
and the South African Govern¬ 
ment’s firm commitment to 
support the peace process in 


the region. 

South African 

Mi 

weapons sales arc 


designed not so 

m 

much to show inter- 

national resolve, as 


to provide our many 


Iricnds worldwide 

: IV s 

with the opportunity 


to purchase some 


line lechiioloyv lor 


their legitimate 


dclen.se needs. As lar 


as the Arab world is 

i»; 


concerned, we would 
sec weapons sales as 
only one of many 
possible ways in 
which relations can 
be built, and are 
pleased to see the Oc Bruyn 
development of lies 
'with this region in 
many fields of endeavor. 

How do you see South 
Africa's rule in Lhe African 
continent? People are saying 
that il has not made much 
headway with regards' to 
greater cooperation and 
financial aid to other status, 
but has kept itself to itself. Is 
this a fair assessment? 

Our relations with other 
African countries are a top pri- 
urity. We arc seeking to play a 
constructive role in multilat¬ 
eral fora such :■< the Organiza¬ 
tion of African Unity (OAUl 
and the Sum hern African 
Development Community 
iSADCl. We have certainly 
not "kept ourselves t" our¬ 
selves." ns can be seen in 
South Africa's January 1007 
agreement n> mediate in the 
Angolan pence process and in 
more recent efforts to mediate 
in the Zaire conflict. Other 
examples of South Alriea’s 
engagement with Africa 
include South A Idea's 
assumption of Namibia's pre- 
independence debl. anJ the 
I'jill that 75 percent of the 4 ” 
million tourists xisiiing South 
Africa from January to Sep¬ 
tember 1 ‘Wo were I rum other 
African countries. 

Into the era of ptwl- 
upartheid. how do you see 
the development of -an inte¬ 
grated society in South 
Africa? 

The Smith African "mira¬ 
cle" continues, although we 
are not without our problem-. 
Race relations .ire '-cry 
healthy. with our major chal¬ 
lenge "lying in the arej of eco¬ 
nomics. The majority of our 
people were seriously Jis-jd- 
v ant need during the apartheid 
era and it is the Government s 
lug he.si priority to educate and 
enable all our people so thar 
South Africans ol all back¬ 
grounds can enjoy ihe fruits ul 
uur.poMtic.il freedom 

An important vehicle lor 
achieving an imcgr.iied soviet* 
is our new constiluiinn. This 
was adopted last year, follow¬ 
ing subinis.sii.nis by li lei ally 
miltions of ordinary people 
from all strata of South Afri¬ 



can society. It is regarded as 
one ot the must progressive 
constitutions in the world 


today, u'ith a strong emphasis 
on human rights. 

How du you see South 
Africa’s' role in a unipolar 
world dominated by one 
superpower? 

South Africa has very good 
relations with the United States 
and that country is one of our 
most important trading part¬ 
ners. However. South Africa’s 
foreign policy is made in Pre¬ 
toria. not Washington, so dif¬ 
ferences of approach on some 
issues should not come us a 
surprise. Essentially though, 
regardless of the existence of 
any number of superpowers, 
the concern of our foreign pol¬ 
icy is to promote human rights, 
democracy, justice and interna¬ 
tional peace across ihe globe. 


Deputies start on 
election trail 

earlier than usual 


By Ham dan Al Hajj 

Special to The Star 

AS THE constitutional term of the current 12th Lower House 
of Parliament approaches its end, a Royal Decree will be is¬ 
sued within the coming few days to terminate the session. 

This will enable present deputies, particularly those who 
wish to stand for the next elections, to launch their electoral 
campaign earlier and go back 10 their constituents to get their 
support 

However, some observers expect that this House won’t stay 
unu'I the end of the constitutional term, that is till next 8 No¬ 
vember. when a new Lower House would have been formed. 

There is also a possibility that a Royal Decree can be issued 
to dissolve the current Lower House and hold early elections 
not later than September. 

The Minister of Higher Education. Dr Abdullah Ensour de¬ 
nied any possibility of extending the term of the House. He 
stressed that there is a strong will to hold-parliamentaiy elec¬ 
tions on their constitutional date. Yet, elections could be held 
earlier, certainly well before next November. This step could 
be taken 10 make it easier for students and teachers to vote, 
Ensour said. 

Earlier, opposition deputies in the House issued a statement 
asking the government not to dissolve the House. If such ac¬ 
tion is taken, then they threatened that they would take the 
government to the supreme court. 

They also warned from the consequences of a “constitution¬ 
al vacuum.” if this takes place. 

But well-informed government sources told The Star that il 
is loo early to give final judgement on the issue. These sourc¬ 
es stressed that the final decision lies in the hands of His Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein, when he returns from the USA (the visit 
will be during next week). The King will meet American 
President Bill Clinton. Upon his return, the main features of 
Jordanian internal and external policies would be more dearly 
formed. 

On the external level there is the American stance towards 
Iraq, the peace process on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks, and 
inter-Arab relations. 

On the local arena, there are many issues awaiting decisive 
action, provided that Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti is 
given the green light from the King to prepare for a cabinet re¬ 
shuffle. A number of problems need to be tackled such as ad¬ 
ministrative distortions, and malpractices of critical issues like 
unemployment, poverty and corruption. 

This is in addition to another basic issue, that is the separa¬ 
tion between the executive and legislative branches of govern¬ 
ment. According to this, the 22 deputy/ministers will not be 
included in the government. But if they maintain their gov¬ 
ernment posts, then they won't stand again for the Lower 
House elections. 

Mr Kabariti will brief King Hussein upon his arrival from 
USA about his changes. The King would then decide if the 
Prime Minister would remain in office or noL 

The new government is expected to shoulder its responsi¬ 
bility in ihe coming stage, and must take bold decisions to re¬ 
form the government system and deal’ with national issues 
more seriously. 

During its course, the current Lower House has experi¬ 
enced many conflicts, partitions and divisions among blocs. 
Also, some deputies did not take the House seriously. One of 
the pro-government deputies. Abdul Raof Rawabdeh was par¬ 
ticularly critical. He said that he already considered Ihe House 
dissolved. Earlier he threatened to withdraw from the session. 
Also, the sple woman in the House. Tojan Faisal, left the ses¬ 
sions many times and boycotted other sessions. 

But this is not all. Islamists and opposition deputies boycot¬ 
ted House sessions and considered that the dignity of the 
Lower House at times was compromised. ■ 
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Realities of the peace process 







WHAT REMAINS of the Middle East process today? The process, launched in 
the wake of the Gulf War in 1991 by the Bush administration, was founded on the 
principle of exchanging land for peace under the pertinent UN resolutions. Wash¬ 
ington, claiming to be an honest broker, assured parlies to the process that the 
peace that will be sought will be a comprehensive and just one. Years of negotia¬ 
tions have brought about treaties, agreements, accords and letters of assurances— 
all underlying the fact that peace cannot be separated from land. 

Many believed the peace process had died when a Jewish fanatic slained Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Others said the momentum will continue. Indeed, after a 
tense hiatus, the peace process was resumed and obstacles were negotiated result¬ 
ing in the signing of the Hebron agreement two months ago. 

But today and after six years since the convening of the Madrid conference, we 
are entitled to question the credibilty of a process that is not leading us to a just 
and comprehensive peace. We must admit today that the peace process has its 
critics and that not all those who oppose it are against the principles of peace and 
mutual coexistence. 

And we must admit that the majority of people today have deep qualms about 
the sincerity of the Israelis in negotiating in good faith and in fulfilling their com¬ 
mitments. Building settlements and building peace are two opposing and contra¬ 
dictory processes. The first is a guaranteed cause for the demise of the other 

Today, with a flamboyant Israeli premier holding the fate of the peace process 
in his hands, the rewards of peace are one-sided. Mr Netanyahu expects the Pales¬ 
tinians and the Arabs to be gracious for the bits and pieces he chooses to throw at 
them every now and then. The arrogance with which he views the other side is 
driving a wedge into the peace camp in the Arab world. He is a man who cannot 
be trusted and his myopia is providing the ingredients of a real disaster in this re¬ 
gion. 

No other party appears more guilty than Netanyahu than the Americans. Their 
an-ogance is maiched only by their compliance and collusion with the Israelis. 
Their disregard for international law. legal and moral obligations are a disgrace u> 
all Americans and to what America used to stand for: Insult was added to injury 
after the US veto at the Security Council by President Clinton's patronizing 
words to the Arabs on how he still views the settlements in Jerusalem as illegal. 

Arab indignation and frustration was echoed this week by Jordan through His 
Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Kabariti. Bui it would be wrong for Is¬ 
rael and the United States to believe that the Arabs will get mad for a while be¬ 
fore they learn to accept the new reality. 

The new realities that Israel and the United Slates are creating in Jerusalem and 
the West Bank tantamount to unconditional surrender. The peace process today is 
only succeeding in legalizing and consolidating Israel's gains as an occupying 
and colonial power. The Arabs should ponder this and rethink their next move. ■ 
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A view from America 


The UN, a patient 


that needs reviving 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US corespondent 




NOW THAT Boutros Boutrol-Gali is nn 
longer the Secretary General of the United 
Nations, having hcen ousted by the US and 
replaced by Kouffi Annan, an obedient 
technician rather than a charismatic states¬ 
man. there are few signs that anything ;u 
the international organization is about to 
change. The sick joke making the interna¬ 
tional diplomatic rounds is, *‘What is not 
wrong with the UN?" 

AH notions agree there is dire need to re¬ 
form the UN. but the kind and extent of 
reform is far from being agreed upon. 
Third world countries see reform as A 
giving them a seat on the Security Jm 
Council with permanent represen- Ui 
tation. that is complete with the v 
veto power of the Big Five (US. A 
Russia. France. UK. and Chi- M 
na>. and by accepting India or H rp 
Brazil as additional members iWK 
of the exclusive club. They 
understand reform to niean 
additional funds and re- 
sources from the UN and 
major donors for develop- A 

ment efforts, more input in a 

staflTnu UN posts world- 
wide, and a greater share of ' 
contracts to supply the UN 
system at large and with ser- 
vices. 

(Eighty percent of such con- 
tracts now go to Western coun- 
tries, notably the US. Japan, and 
countries in Western Europe.) ^ 

Present inaction indicates that 
the United States sec reform as a 
lean, mean rohot-like machine: cheap 
/no feeding i: obedient <no thinking ca- “ 
pacity): highly productive (sans sleep, vaca¬ 
tion. sick'leave), requiring only periodic 
maintenance and occasional checkups. 

In other words, it seems that the US 
seeks a tool, not a partnership. The US 
needs the UN as an instrument in reserve 
that can be removed from the cInset when 
needed iDesert Storm) and when other in¬ 
struments—bilateral contacts, unilateral dic¬ 
tates—are cither too expensive or ineffi¬ 
cient. That is why the US chose Kouffi 
Annan to head the UN. a civil servant 
whose career over three decades, according 
to his detractors, has consisted of saving 
"Yes Sir." By ihe Third World. Annan is 
| considered an Uncle Tom of the laic l«Wib. 
attired in an international mantle designed 
by a discordant political duo. Madeleine 
Albright and Jesse Helms. 

To his critics. Annan's vocabulary has 
been enlarged to include. "ThanK you sir. 
thank you ma’am.” whenever he is ehasii-cd. 

This is no defense of Butros-Ghali. -a ho 
certainly deserved his dismissal, but who 
still had moments of courage and initia¬ 
tive—-and a lot of pride, to be fair—irais 
(hat were his undoing. 

A third group of countries, mostly from 
West Europe and Japan, are more or less 
satisfied with the overall US strategy vis-a- 


vis the UN. but demand a greater voice. 
Such include Germany and Japan in the 
dub of the Big Five, making it six or sev¬ 
en. eight or nine, if and when Third World 
representation is admitted. For Europe and 
Japan, the UN is not so much an instrument 
of policy, but a channel to discharge ten- 
siotis and distribute a pittance of develop- 
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HOF! ANNAN. U.N.'s new Secretary Ceaerti 


mem aid io the Third World. 

Bilateral aid is falling out of fashion 
whereas multi-lateral assistance (through 
the I N. among other* j is cn vogue. But the 
UN is the best alibi for donors to become 
parsimonious by stating and pointing fin¬ 
gers: "The system of international aid can- 
n*« absorb more, regardless of how many 
miliums starve or are massacred." 

This is the convoluted logic that it is not 
the system that must he adjusted to fulfill 
the needs, it is the needs that must be 
irimmcd to fit into the system. Sick! 

Ihe sickness of the I N today can be il¬ 
lustrated by what is happening to the once 
brightest star of the UN organizations. 
UNICEF (The Children's Fund). Since its 
inception 50 years ago. under the brilliant 
initial leadership of Henry Labouisse (as an 
aside, son-in-law of Marie Curici. until re¬ 
cently. it was the flagship of international 
development efforts, waving the banner of 
child survival, development, and protection 
of rights. UNICEF led the world in imple¬ 


menting universal child immunization that 
is peaking soon in eradicating Pj*J *“■ 
sles. and neonatal tetanus wortd-widt 
Among other major goals, in Septem^ 
1990. UNICEF managed to convene tne 
largest ever summit of world leaders. The 
group produced the universal acceptance 
for the Rights of the Child, denoting it the 

model for all international organizations. 

Now UNICEF, reflective of the condi¬ 
tion of the United Nations per se, rapidly is 
sinking to become another unimaginative, 
bureaucratic, expensive self-praising cari¬ 
cature of its former self. Despite the 
► continued availability of funds (SI 
billion-plus per ye3r) it is using the 
pretext of austerity to retreat 
W from essential development 
programs and acquire the du- 
IM. bious role of “advocate.” 

■‘adviser,” and "supplier,” 
!§■ A abandoning its long cber- 
■ ished role of agent of 
M change for the better in 
, the Third World and de- 
■ fender of children and 
A mothers globally. 

Advocacy. advice 
1 i and finger-pointing are 

& VJ cheap, useless; yet, 

■ there is so much misery 

afflicting hundreds of 
millions of children in 
Latin America, Asia, Af- 
rica and elsewhere. Sick, 
hungry, exploited chil- 
Hr dren and women need ac- 
W lion, not bare advocacy. 

v A huge scandal of comip- 

tion that was exposed two 
w/pd years ago in the UNICEF office 
in Nairobi where over S10 mil¬ 
lion were embezzled is but the pro¬ 
verbial tip of the iceberg. A majority 
of the dedicated se nior a ides who made 
the successes of UNICEF from the 1940s 
through the early 1990s possible (attrition, 
yes. but many recent firings) have been re¬ 
placed by political appointees whose bu¬ 
reaucratic "yes-man/woman" attitude ap¬ 
pears to be their greatest asset. 

Where was UNICEF in Bosnia. Chech¬ 
nya, Rwanda, and Burundi when the Inter¬ 
national Red Cross and other lesser known 
organizations were actively saving lives— 
notably those of children? UNICEF was 
hiding behind its now commonplace alibi, 
•Thi:T is not our mandate" What is the 
mandate of UNICEF if it is not saving the 
lives of mothers and children? 

Mr Annan may do well by beginnin g his 
long-awaited reform in the UNICEF 
House, directly across the street from the 
UN headquarters. The complaints of Third 
World countries are easily ignored, thus k 
is up to the big donors—the US. Japan, 
and Europe—to couple their demands to 
Annan with a stem warning to UNICEF, 
toe-onee-and-fallen-star, and other defi¬ 
cient UN organizations to reaffirm their 
dedication with action. This would signify 
a positive intent to reform the very sick 
United Nations, ■ 


Palestine already is a state 

Arafat must declare 


it to the world 


By John Whitbeck 


PALESTINIAN VIOLENCE 
and empty words of interna¬ 
tional condemnation ore not the 
only possible responses to Is¬ 
rael's inflammatory decision to 
begin construction of huge set¬ 
tlement. Har Homa. in East Je¬ 
rusalem. The situation presents 
an opportunity for the Palestin¬ 
ian leadership and the interna¬ 
tional community to dispel the 
dangerous ((fusions (hat (he Pal¬ 
estinian lands conquered by Is¬ 
rael in 1967 arc “disputed" 
rather than occupied and that 
Palestinian statehood is within 
Israel's power to grant or deny. 

There long has been es¬ 
trange, other-worldly quality to 
the veil of words drawn across 
Ihe face of Palestinian state¬ 
hood. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu told the Likud Par¬ 
ty's congress last fall: “You 
can dream every night and you 
will still wake up every morn¬ 
ing and see: There is no Pales¬ 
tinian state, there is no Palestin¬ 
ian state, there is not and there 
will not be a Palestinian slate.” 
Israel simply deals with the 
“Palestinian auihoriiy." 

In fact, by the customary cri¬ 
teria of international law. there 
is a Palestinian state, pro¬ 
claimed in 1988, and it is rec¬ 
ognized as such by 124 other 
states that represent the vast 
majority of mankind. 

The majority consensus view 
of the status of the Palestinian 
lands occupied by Israel in 
1967 is today clear and (with 
the exception of expanded East 
Jerusalem, the only part Israel 
claims to have annexed) uncon- 
tesicd: The state of Palestine is 
sovereign it is largely occupied 
by the state of Israel, and such 
occupation must end, being in 
violation of UN Security Coun¬ 
cil Resolution 242. which con¬ 
firms the "inadmissibility of the 
acquisition of territory by war.” 

After the signing in 1993 of 


the declaration of principles 
that began negotiations. Israel 
insisted on dealing with a “Pal¬ 
estinian Authority." of which 
Yasser Arafat is the elected 
president. Arafat emphasized 
the most important of his titles, 
the one still listed first in his 
Arabic correspondence: Presi¬ 
dent of the state of Palestine. 
Negotiating with prime minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres, who as reasonable per¬ 
son could at last hope were ne¬ 
gotiating in good faith, he pre¬ 
sumably made the political 
judgment that the occupation 
was likely to end sooner if he 
did not thrust the state in the 
faces of his Israeli counterparts 
but rather fee them adjust to it 
gradually as mutual confidence 
increased. 

When, last spring, the Labor 
Party dropped its opposition to 
a Palestinian state from its elec¬ 
tion manifesto, the gentle ap¬ 
proach appeared to be working. 
Today, with a fully functioning 
government—executive, judici¬ 
ary. security forces, and demo¬ 
cratically elected legislature— 
in place in Palestine, the veil la¬ 
beled "Palestinian authority" 
has become transparently ludi¬ 
crous. 

While the world play may 
once have been necessary to 
the advancement of peace, this 
clearly is no longer the case. 
Polls show that a majority of Is¬ 
raelis now are willing to accept 
a Palestinian State. Indeed, in 
mid-December. Netanyahu's 
chief advisor- and spokesman. 
David Bar-Iillan, said in a Jeru¬ 
salem Past interview that the 
Prime Minister could accept a 
Palestinian state if Israel's se¬ 
curity needs were adequately 
assured “they have foreign rela¬ 
tions. They have embassies,” 
Bar-Illan said. “If they declare 
a state tomorrow. I'm sure that 
the whole world will recognize 
it.” This stunning reversal of 
positions provoked no signifi¬ 


cant public out- 

time has come 
for the Palestine 
leadership to 
drop the veil to 
affirm that the vJAt&jT 
state of Palestine 
exists, on the 
soil of Palestine 
and apply to up- 
grade Palestine’s 
status at the 
United Nations 
from observer to 
member stare. At 1®*.-.*. '*■ 
the Security B JBg . 
Council level, Spv 
China and Rus- Sr .j. 
sia already rcc- . ’ fra 
ognize the state 
of Palestine. The 
strong public jflP 

statements in fa- 
vor of Pales tin- 
ian statehood by Arafat 
French President 
Jacques Chirac 
and British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind make it virtu¬ 
ally Palestinian membership. 

With President Clinton 
freshly re-elected, knowing 
that he will never run for pub¬ 
lic office again and thus free 
from the first time to act in ac¬ 
cordance with American prin¬ 
ciples and National interests, 
there is some reason to hope 
that the United States would 
not exercise its veto. 

If Palestine were to become 
a member state of the United 
Nations, even the current Israe¬ 
li government would (if only 
after a politically acceptable 
passage of time) have no 
choice but to recognize that the 
earth is not flat and seek to ne¬ 
gotiate a mutually agreeable re¬ 
lationship between the two 
states. 

Now that the Palestinian na¬ 
tional movement has estab¬ 
lished a firm Foothold of “ef¬ 
fective control” on the soil of 
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Palestine, it is on the terrain of 
international law and interna¬ 
tional legitimacy that Palestine 
should and must pursue its 
struggle for peace with some 
measure of justice. 

Significant progress on this 
terrain could give Palestinians 
the confidence, pride and pa¬ 
tience to resist a desperate, 
self-destructive return to vio¬ 
lence while waiting out a frus- 
tratingly prolonged period of 
Israeli hesitancy and minimal 
progress on the ground. 

Palestinian membership in 
the United Nations would make 
Middle East peace a question 
of when, not whether, it is an 
opportunity that can and must 
be seized. ■ 


John V. Whitbeck is an in¬ 
ternational lawyer who mites 
often in Europe and the Middle 
East IsmetirPalestinian peace 
process. Los Angeles Tones 



Facts on 
the ground 


THE STATEMENT^ facts, 

on the ground, k^ps tirep;: 

ping up each time abj 
question of Jenisafepi i5_ 
discussed. The term 1$.; 
usually used in relation to r 
Israeli activities in cftarig,^ 
ing the remaining Arab; 
character of the Ho/yCny 
and finalize plans for makr!;, 
ing it the capital of Israel 

We have io be aware., v 
nevertheless, that when: 
the issue is discussed,to. 
make sure.we understand 
that the status quo foe its' r 
Muslim and Christian Ar¬ 
abs, is not parti cu tarty 
easy. The taxation - im*. Y 
posed by Ihe occupation.^; 
authorities limit the possi-^ 
bilities of improving, eon- 
ditions on the personal^ 

level. In other words, the.'- 
young will never be able'/ 
co marry and settle In Jerri* -.* 
salem. For them, internal, 
or even external ’ movie-, 
meats have become-'ihe. 
only viable option-- to sus£ 
tain their existence. \ ' * 

In addition, the' Isfoeti- 
laws of constraining the 
expansion of Arab build¬ 
ings, and improvement of - 
infrastructures have en- 
sured that Arab Jerusale- - 
. mites will never be able to>. 
have the incentive ofV. 
wanting to be m -Jerusa¬ 
lem. The daily fnction. ee-. ; 
onomic difficulties, psy¬ 
chological pressures,-and.; 
the fact that one is living - 
under - occupation have'; 
made life unbearable for ; 
the Arabs of Jerusalem: 

• So. when one talks 
about those facts cm the ^ 
ground, it is important to 
talk about people ahd tiiCTr,;; 
living conditions, not just - 
buildings, streets, arid} 
shrinesrThe Jerusalemites .; 
are the essence of resjs-i“ 
tance to Israeli projects of : - 
changing the city and ifS:/ 
character. It is pointiest! to..; 
glorify what we keep calf 
ing facts, for these are af 
ready difficult and misera-7 
ble. What we ought to da ¬ 
is reinforce the identity of; 

• Jerusalemites, and heip^ 
them, morally and matejf,,-j 
ally, to continue,tp uphold r- 
the Arab character of their; 
city- 

It is important therefore; ': 
not to allow the status quo - ; 
of Jerusalem and the Jertt- .- 
salemits to be the starting^; 
point of our arguments. It 
would be our acceptance 
of the bare minimum, of: 
aspirations that are likely 1 
to diminish in due course, 
because of the obvious^; 
material and practical? 
pressures exerted on’the : 
city and its dwellers. ’ -rf 

We will find ourselves •• 
soon in a position that 
compromises the human : 
elements in this struggle to i 
concentrate on measure¬ 
ments and neighborhoods;; 
in the city. UruJoubtedly,..; 
as Arabs and Muslims/we; 
were complacent in die;: 
past, taking for granted; 
that nothing will happen to-' - 
the character of Jerusalerii 
because of international';- 
pressures. -. 

We have allowed our 
inter-Arab rivaliy to giro 
the question of Jerusalem ’ 
to the various capitals of', 
the Arab world knowing * 
only too well where guar---’ 
dianship remains. We 
have watched with be-., 
musement the emergence.-, 
of our relations with thti j 
Vatican, transformed ittto.r 
governmental relations.-- 
and the subsequent estab¬ 
lishment of diplomatic ref¬ 
lations between the Papal " 
government, and Israel.. 
The Soviets, our uneasy, 
moral allies, are not there 
any longer, so we remain.- 
stuck with our differences; 
and the call for facts on- 
the ground to. be maiii^.; 
lained. - ; 

Israel seems to have re- ' 
ceived a cart blanche from - ' 
the USA, to pursue its pol-: ; 
icies with impunity. De¬ 
spite the fact that perraa-.-.: 
nent A meric an-Palestinian : 
committees wilj be estab¬ 
lished, and . the declare-- ~ ’• 
tions of the State Depart- - 
ment that the US takes the ‘ 
question of the PNA and; - ; 
its leadership seriously,' ° 

the habitual American - £ 
veto at the UN still favors'-, -: 
Israel. Undoubtedly, there - .v 
is plenty of sympathy for ' 

the question of Jerusalem , i 
within the international 
community, but what is 
more important, is that we ' ; 
have to formulate our 
Arab strategy towards tin’s 
particular question in. uni- . 
son, and base it on bust 
and confidence among." 
ourselves to devise our' * 
practical solutions to the 
pressing daily needs of the 
Jerusalemites.H 
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Business 
scene 


■ The American-based 

Hooper /ordan company 

received the approval of 
the National Resources 
Authority to excavate 
for oil in the Al Sarhan 
area, south east Jordan. 
Hooper Jordan will be 
carrying out a seismic 
survey and geophysical 
studies. It will reevalu¬ 
ate the two already 
drilled oil wells and 
explore new nine wells. 
Commitments of the 
concern amount to S23 
million to be spent on 
exploration over the 
agreement's eight year 
validity lime. The com¬ 
pany will sum opera¬ 
tions next month. 

■ Concluding its formal 

visit to Jordan last week, 
the Czech business dele¬ 
gation signed contracts 
with local businessmen 
to carry out joint ven¬ 
tures in Jordan at SIO 
million. The delegation 
met with HRH Crown 
Prince Hasson. Minister 
of Agriculture. and 
heads of the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery, the 
industrial cities, the free 
zones and the Housing 
Bank. The delegation 
included representatives 
from various sectors of 
the Czech economiy 
specialized in industrial 
and energy projects: pet¬ 
rol pumps construction, 
electric instruments, 
touristic services, 

wooden industries. A/C 
and refrigeration 

systems. 

■ Trade relations 

between Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia are on the 
rise. The Saudi market is 
one of the most impor¬ 
tant to promote Jorda¬ 
nian products. The Jor¬ 
dan Export 

Development and Com¬ 
mercial Centers 

(JEDCOl. which shoul¬ 
ders responsibility of 
promoting foreign activ¬ 
ities. is organizing a vast 
exhibition of Jordanian 
products in Jeddah or 
Riyadh this year. 

Also, a one-week 
joint Jordanian-Saudi 
expo is expected next 
May in Amman, it will 
include products of 
major industrial, touris¬ 
tic and services compa¬ 
nies from the two 
countries. 

However, a Saudi 
expo will be organized 
in Amman next week. It 
is sponsored by the Fed¬ 
eration of Jordan Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce and 
the Saudi Council of 
Chambers of Industry 
and Trade. 

Jordanian exports to 
Saudi Arabia in 1995 
were JD 70.3 million, 
compared to JD 113.4 
million last year. 

Saudi exports to Jor¬ 
dan were JD 91.4 mil¬ 
lion in 1995 and JD 83.5 
million last year. 
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Jordan-Kuwaiti commercial ties 
expected to return to former level 


By nham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

IT WAS revealed last week 
that commercial ties between 
Jordan and Kuwait will resume 
shortly. 

A high-level source at the 
Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry 
quoted by At Siyasa. a Kuwaiti 
daily, said that the two countries 
agreed to continue their irade 
exchange soon. Kuwait, and for 
the first time since the last Gulf 
War. finally gave permission 
for Jordanian trucks carrying 
fruits, vegetables and pharma¬ 
ceuticals to enter its borders 
directly instead or passing 
through a third country. 

Having gone through a 
chilled period, the two sides are 
doing their best to restore their 
tics to previous levels. 

The step is being applauded 
by Jordanian economic officials 
who stress the importance of the 
Kuwaiti market to Jordan. 

Dr Jawad Al Anani. a promi¬ 
nent economic expert and for¬ 
mer information minister told 
The Star that he was pleased at 
the opening of commercial bor¬ 
ders because “Kuwait has been 
one of Jordan's important tradi¬ 
tional trade partners. 

The level of economic co¬ 
operation. which existed before 
the 1990 occupation of Kuwait, 
was one of the biggest between 
Jordan and any other country. 
More than 120,000 Jordanians 
were employed in Kuwaiti insti¬ 
tutions. which in certain years 
generated up rp 5450 million in 
remittance. Anani said. 

The Kuwaiti market is distin¬ 
guished with its high buying 
power making it of major 
importance to Jordan. 

The Director-General of Jor¬ 
dan Export Development and 
Commercial Centers (JEDCO). 
Dr Mohammed Al Halayqa 
expressed relief over the step to 
resume exports to Kuwait. He 
told The Star that in the last six 
years Jordanian lorries carrying 
fruits and vegetables went to 
Kuwait via the United Arab 


Emirates, hut they arc now 
allowed directly. This makes it 
easier for Jordanian commodi¬ 
ties to enter Kuwaiti market and 
something that lowers transport 
costs, he added. 

The resumption of exports, 
particularly fruits and vegeta¬ 
bles provides a marketing solu¬ 
tion for difficulties facing Jorda¬ 
nian exports to other Gulf stales. 

Dr Munir Hamameh. an 
economist professor from the 
University of Jordan, pointed 
out that our agricultural produce 
is facing difficulties as far as 
marketing is concerned. 

This requires a new perma¬ 
nent strategy to promote our 
products. TTie reopening of the 
Kuwaiti market to agricultural 
products from this country can 
provide such an outlet for Jorda¬ 
nian farmers. 

Al Halayqa points out that 
many Kuwaiti businessmen and 
importers visited Jordan lately 
and expressed willingness in 
import various commodities. 
JEDCO. for instance, is receiv¬ 
ing daily inquiries from these 
businessmen. 

The two sides arc studying 
the possibility of organizing an 
exhibition for Jordanian prod¬ 
ucts in Kuwait and opening a 
Jordanian trade center there, he 
added. 

Commercial tics between Jor¬ 
don and Kuwait were not 
restricted to exporting vegeta¬ 
bles, fruits and drugs. Al Anani 
pointed out that Jordan relied 
substantially on Kuwaiti aid and 
development loons, continuing 
to say that although it is pre¬ 
sumptuous to assume that the 
resumption of trade exchange 
means full economic normaliza¬ 
tion, it is certainly a step on the 
right track. 

While some observers stress 
that the economic and commer¬ 
cial relations between Jordan 
and Kuwait were relatively cool 
over the last six years. Al Anani 
elaborates that although bilateral 
financial assistance stopped 
since 1990, “the Kuwaiti mun- 
' agement of the Arab Fund lor 


Social and Economic Develop¬ 
ment has maintained a dignified 
and pan-Arab relations with 
Jordan." 

The Kuwaiti decision to 
allow the direct entry of agricul¬ 
tural products was praised by 
the Minister of Supply. Munir 
Sohar who finds it a positive 
step that enhances efforts to 
increase hi lateral relations 
hot ween Jordan and Kuwait. 

Moreover. according to 
Sohar. this step will enable 
larmcrs to promote their pro¬ 
duce which has for a long-time 
been widely accepted hy 
Kuwait 

The volume of Jordanian 


exports to Kuwait in 1940 was 
JD 11 million, but it sharply 
dccreocd altcrwards. But it 
reached JD 1.4 million in 1494. 
However, the trade volume 
between the two countries shot 
up to JD 20 million by 19%. 

But At Halayqa considers 
such a sum (JD 20 million} to 
be much below the needs of the 
Kuwaiti market, even though it 
points to a significant trend as 
far as Jordanian exports arc 
concerned. 

Not only officials and eco¬ 
nomic experts welcomed the 
direct resumption of trade 
exchange with Kuwait, ordinary 
people expressed satisfaction 


over the development in rela¬ 
tions between the two countries. 
This action rises people's expec¬ 
tations for sound ties and con¬ 
structive relations. 

Last week witnessed a notice¬ 
able rise in the size of vegetable 
and fruits exported from Jordan. 
According to the director of 
Central Vegetable Market. Mus¬ 
tafa Abu Osba’a. there were 209 
refrigerators exported lasL week 
. among ihcm 39 refrigerators 
went to Dubai. 10 to Qatar, four 
to Bahrain. 34 to Kuwait. 10 to 
Saudi Arabia and 104 to Leba¬ 
non besides nine to other coun- 



Jordan and the Palestine National Authority has signed three agreements relating to 
education, higher education and public works, Saturday. The agreements were 
signed during Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti's visit to Gaza last Saturday. The 
Prime Minister was at the head of a Jordanian delegation that included Minister of 
Education Dr Munthir Al Masri and Minister of Public Works Abdel Hadi Al MajallL 
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Customs unification: a step to 

i debureaucratize' 

■ The unifications of customs that became effective on 3 
March, paves the way for more reduction in customs charges 
and minimizes the burden on importers and manufacturers. The 
amended resolution to merge five main customs fees categories 
into one reduces their total From 11 to only six. 

Customs fees were restructured on the tariff agenda while an 
additional sales tax was imposed on cars to maintain former 

duty. However, customs duties were cut on all commodities 
from 45-50 percent to 40 percent. This is a tax reduction of five 
to 10 percent on garments, shoes, cosmetics, detergents, carpets, 
utensils, electric instruments and other Imported items. A cut of 
five percent also applies to cheese, coffee, tea and chemicals. 

Early this week Director General of the Customs Dept.. 
Nazmi Al Abdulla said the tariffs reduction doesn't require an 
additional sales tax. except on cars. Its tax is rcsLructucd in 4tl 
percent to cope with the unification. 

This measure is seen by economic expert Dr Jawad Al Anani 
os o step on the road to “debureaucratization." He said that in the 
past, imported goods were subjected to j long list of fees, ear¬ 
marked taxes and additional charges, which meant sufferings 
and pain. 

Such a decision will create a transparent climate, and saves 
lime for customs clearance. It also reduces the production cost of 
domestic industrial output, as about 500 items such as apparatus, 
tools and capitalized commodities arc now exempt. Also cus¬ 
toms on telecommunication and computer systems arc curtailed. 

“By submerging customs charges in one original tariff, the 
importer goes only through a one-stop window." Al Anani 
maintained. 

Unification of fees provides more flexibiiily. Classifying com¬ 
modities into basic needs, raw materials and complementary 
commodities, makes it easier to conduct any scientific study hy 
the customs department in the future. 

However, other customs and charges remained to protect local 
production. A 40 percent ratio continues to he imposed on 
imported commodities that are similar lo those produced in 
Jordan. 

The number of commodities involved in custums reduction is 
216. ■ 


■ The Central Bank of Jordan decided to dissolve the board 
of directors of the Amman Investment Bank and keep it 
under its supervision. 

This step was taken to maintain confidence in the banking 
institutions in Jordan. Sources at the CBJ said that this prec¬ 
edence is a most, as shareholders of the Amman Investment 
Bank failed to restract its capital or attract external funds. 

Hie Central Bank is studying offers to sell the Amman 
Investment Bank (AIB) with its full commitments and rights 
within one month. 

Earlier last year, the Arab Bank showed willingness to buy 
AIB in coordination with CBJ. However, the two sides were 
not able to finalize an agreement because shareholders called 
for a grace-period to restructure the capital of the Bank. 


US Air becomes US Airways 


ARLINGTON—L/S Air 
is officially now US 
Airways. At 12:01 am 
27 February, reserva¬ 
tions agents, gate 
agents, flight crews and 
others began using the 
new name throughout 
the US Airways system. 

Three aircraft, two Boe- ^ 

ing 727s and a Boeing 
737. already have been 
painted in the deep blue 
and medium gray livery ^ 

of US Airways and 
carry the airline's new 
symbol, a stylized ver- 
sion of the American 
flag. 

. Over the coming 
months, everything ; 
from aircraft interiors to 
airport facilities to ticket 
jackets and coffee cups 
will be changed to 
reflect the new livery. 

“Our new look is 
crisp and professional 
and reflects our commit¬ 
ment to be on airline of 
substance, style and inter¬ 
national reach—in short, 
the carrier of choice." said 
US Airways Chairman and 
CEO Stephen M. Wolf. 

“These changes go much deeper 
than a new name and paint scheme. We 
have made much tangible progress over 
the post year in our operations, in develop¬ 
ing an expanded route structure and in 
improving financial performance. In the 
latest Department of Transportation indus¬ 
try survey, US Airways ranked number 
one in on-time arrivals in the fourth quar¬ 
ter of 1996, up from number seven just one 
year ago. Our new identity reflects these 
strides as well as our aspirations." 

It will take about three years to convert 
exteriors of the entire fleet to the new liv¬ 
ery. about two years to complete the interi- 


Jordan microfinance 
conference begins next week 






ors ;ind about si.x 
months to change airpons and ticket 
offices. Other items, such as coffee cups 
and stationary, will be replaced as existing 
inventory is used over the next six months. 

included in the aircraft interior upgrades 
are new scats, scat coverings, carpeting 
and sidewalls and overhead bins, bringing 
US Airways a fresh, uniform look through¬ 
out its licet, inside and out. 

Beyond the items bearing the new US 
Airways signature, other key elements of 
the new identity program rnciude: 

■ An enhanced frequent traveller pro¬ 


gram, called Dividend Miles. In it. a new 
top tier, called Chairman's Preferred, 
rewards customers who fly more than 
100.000 IJS Airways miles annually. They 
will receive free US Airways club mem¬ 
berships. upgrades and special reservations 
and airport services. 

■ The introduction of Envoy Class on 
transatlantic flights this summer. This new 
business class service will feature sleeper- 
type scats with an industry leading 56 
inches between seal rows and in-arm video 
units. Meals will be comparable to first 
class service. A special lounge for Envoy 
Class customers has been opened at the 
US's Philadelphia international Airport. 

■ Expanded First Class cabins for the 
entire domestic licet with nearly 3u per¬ 
cent more seals—to 24 seam for the Boe¬ 
ing 757 jnd 12 seats tor aircraft smaller 
than the 757. GTE telephones arc being 
installed on every aircraft in ihe fleet. 

■ A new onboard magazine called 
Attache will dehm in mid-summer. 

■ A new. US Airways web sire is now 
on-line at htt://«. ww.usairwavs.com. 


Trading Volume 


UNDER THE patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince. 
Al Hassan. a coalition of inter-' 
national aid agencies which 
includes the United Nations 
Development Program 

(UNDP). United Slates Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID), the World Bank and 
the European llnion /EU) will 
sponsor the Jordon Microfi¬ 
nance Conference on 17-19 
March at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. The three-day event 
will bring together the world's 
foremost experts in microfi- 
nancc with key players in Jor¬ 
dan to develop a framework of 
support for micro-lending 
practices. 

Microfinancc or the practice 
of providing small loans to 


poor entrepreneurs, has been 
gaining momentum in Jordan 
among non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), govern¬ 
ment agencies and financial 
institutions. Approximately JD 
24 million is currently available 
through local microfinancc net¬ 
works to about 7,000 borrow¬ 
ers, benefiting 56.000 people in 
the country. In the next two 
years, microcredit funds are 
expected to roach JD 46 
million. 

The conference is organized 
against the backdrop of the 
Social Productivity Program 
which was launched by the 
government last January to 
fight poverty and unemploy¬ 
ment. The program, which 
identifies microcredit as an 
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Jordanian Industrial Cities 
Corp. promotes its services 
on the Internet 

THE JORDANIAN Industrial Cities Corp. (JICP) will 
now have a site on die Internet. In an agreement with Ihe 
A! Mustakhal for Administrative Consultants (BOQ, the 
corporation will now have a permanent site at www-arab- 
business-net/Jlect. 

The site will be operational by the end of this month. It 
is expected to provide comprefaenave data on the corpora¬ 
tion, its development and service available for the indus¬ 
trial sector in Jordan. 

Factories and member companies that are linked on this 
site will have the opportunity to display their products and 
services to over 60 million users worldwide. 

BOG, a pioneer in technological consultation and Inter¬ 
net specialist in the Arab World, will be responsible for all 
the whole technical set up. ■ 
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effective strategy for improving 
the country’s productivity, aims 
to provide technical assistance 
to enhance the institutional 
capacities or microfinancc 
organizations. 

1 1 will also make available 
microcredit funds to support 
incomc-gcncraiing activities 
and micro-emc/prises for pri¬ 
vate sector development. 

With microfinancc playing 
an increasingly important role 
in the country's economic 
development, conference orga¬ 
nizers are seeking to build a 
dialogue among microfinancc 
practitioners and donors and to 
introduce 'best practice' tech¬ 
niques. International experts 
will address plenary sessions 
and participate in working 
groups on pressing issues such 
as financial viability, outreach 
and support services, among 

others. By the closing session 
of the conference, a charter for 
microfinancc practice in Jordan 
is expectpJ to be drafted. 

Microcredit has been enjoy¬ 
ing increased popularity among 
NGOs around the world as a 
powerful tool for poverty alle¬ 
viation and enterprise develop¬ 
ment. Last month.' a Micro- 
crcdit Summit in Washington 
DC drew some 2.000 microfi¬ 
nance practitioners, from differ¬ 
ent countries, including heads 
of slates to reinforce the impor¬ 
tance of microcredit in lifting 
low-income groups above the 
poverty line. An ambitious tar¬ 
get was set at the summit to 
make micmcredit available to 
100 million poor people, espe¬ 
cially women, by the year 
2005. ■ 
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Madame Chiang Kai-shek 

The Wildest Swan of fun 

and leisure 


m 


uf 


By Laura Tyson 

SHE ENCHANTED America 
and Europe with her genteel 
Georgia accent. Christian piety 
and “oriental mystique”. Her 
elegance and western ideals 
inspired fellow Chinese even as 
she repulsed them with her hau* 
teur and extravagance. The 
presidents, prime ministers and 
dictators who were her contem¬ 
poraries when she shone bright¬ 
est. have long passed away 
from Churchill and Roosevelt 
to Mao and Mnuntbatten. She. 
the Wildest Swan, is the sole 
survivor. 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek, 
one of the most influential 
women of the 20th century, is 
about to turn 100 or therea¬ 
bouts. Much like the personal¬ 
ity of the former flrst lady of 
China, the precise age of Soong 
May-ling is something of a 
mysleryT Some sources suggest 
she is already a cenienarian and 
others insist that vhc is 98. 
Even the day itself is a mutter 
of debate. 

Friends are gathering o cele¬ 
brate quietly today in 1 .liwan. 
where she and her generalis¬ 
simo husband retreated after 
losing mainland China to the 
Communists in 1949. 

If is believed she was bom in 
1898 on 12 February according 
to China's lunar calendar, or 
mid-March b> the solar calen¬ 
dar used in the west. The Chi¬ 
nese calculate age by chalking 
up a year at birth, so she is 
marking her 100th with a party 
on 2i» March for her closest 
friends at her home in New 
York. 

Her life spans China's long 
march from a feudalists soci¬ 
ety ruled by a corrupt imperial 
regime towards j modem, 
industrialized state. She was 
also behind some extraordinary 
misconceptions about China, 
inspiring Christian missionaries 
to wildly o\er-zealous expecta¬ 
tions about convening the 
masses, in part, because they 
knew the first lady was a Meth¬ 


odist. And she influenced, 
directly and indirectly, interna¬ 
tional perceptions and policies 
on "Red China", the McCar¬ 
thyite purges in the US. the 
Vietnam war and the commu¬ 
nist quest to overrun east Asia. 

Bom into a wealthy Shang¬ 
hai merchant family in the 
waning years of the Qing 
dynasty, she was the youngest 
of three Soong sisters whose 
lives helped to Fashion the 
country's modem history. It is 

often said that the eld- - 

est loved money (she 
married a financier 
who became a finance (Jj j 

minis ten. the second 
loved China (she 
eloped with Sun Yai- •f 


US to concentrate its military 
enerey and money on defeating 
Japan, which was a "sword of 
Damocles" hanging over the 
civilized world. The warnings 
were blended with her brand ol 
wooing: “I came to your coun¬ 
try as a little girl... 1 speak your 
language, not only the lan- 
truaee of your hearts bur also 
your tongue...! feel that 1 am 
also coming home" Congress 
was full of converts to her 


On Taiwan, where she lived 
for 26 years as part of the 

- __nvi"//J 


tian mother and her sister. 
Ching-ling. whose sympathies 
were witluhe Communists. But 
the marriage welded Chiang s 
military and political might 
with the Soongs" financial 

clout and international 
connections. 

It was apparently not love at 
first sight. Chiang. with the 
sunken features ot a haunted 
visas?. was already manned 
and kept a pair of concubines. 
But. for the sake of the intemu- 

. . tional image, it 

waj . important 
that their relalion- 

► lived sh 'P hc ,^. n - us 

, ll \ t>C£ more Christian 

fth/r than Confucian. 


loved China (she J OT J WCLTS OS pari UJ That explained his 

WSM Chinese government-in-exile, p~' nd »£ 
she was long feared as the **« 

p, ing . loved pQwer behilld the thron e. h«. 

Although m rela- ft pmpm h ere d for an WOtl Will* Methodist minis- 
lively good health, she ABfflcffwC/ _*• j • ter presided and 

rarely emerges from weS fem taSteS and a OtSiUUii an American 
her Lautngtown. Long wcoiki /* ****** a . urnur sanu -o 

Island estate, to which f nj . natlVe-UOm TaiWaiieSe, Promise Me *, 
she retired after the J •» j Mav-linu lov- 

deaih of her husband WaS a ISO reVllCU ttS fl :i |i v ‘served her 

in 1975. Her most _ - - « __ husband as a criti- 

rccent public appear- fHOOl OT W€altrl y pOW6F ana ^ bridge 

ance was in March last „ between east and 

year at New York s COTYUp*lQl\* west, as a transla- 


vear at New York s 
Metropolitan Museum 
of Art tor an exhibi- 
lion of imperial Chi- 
nesc treasures. Still 
feisty, she jokingly threatened 
that she would break the came¬ 
ras of the swarming 
photographers. 

In July 1995. she appeared 
at a reception held in her honor 
at the US Congress, more than 
half a century after she capti¬ 
vated the American public with 
stirring pleas for aid to fight 
the Japanese. The first private 
citizen to address the House 
and the Senate, she was 
described in serious newspaper 
reports as the "willowy, exotic 
Madame Chiang". a "lissome 
stamping" ovation. 

"Hitler is not our first con¬ 
cern." she warned, urging the 


May-ling's Christian father. 
Charlie Soong. a missionary- 
entrepreneur. was educated in 
the US and became a chief 
backer of the 1911 Chinese 
revolution led by Sun Yal-scn. 
Charlie's children spent their 
early vears in China, but were 
schooled mainly in the US. 
where Mjy-ling attended 
Wellesley, an elite women's 
college near Boston. 

Her graduation to ihc politi¬ 
cal stage came in 1927. when 
Mav-ling married Generalis¬ 
simo Chiang Kai-shek, head of 
the Nationalist Chinese mili¬ 
tary. Jt was done to the disap¬ 
proval of her devoutly Chris- 


tenur sang U 
'leSCy Promise Me". 

_ _ May-ling loy- 

IS U ally >crvcd her 
- /,«// husband as a crili- 

r ana ^ bridge 

between east and 
west, as a transla¬ 
tor. propagandist. 
W—B i uww and inveterate let¬ 
ter-writer and 
wooer of world leaders. She 
convinced President Roosevelt 
to put China high on the 
agenda at the Cairo conference 
in I‘*43. much to the frustration 
of Churchill, more concerned 
by events in Europe. Still- she 
made a favorable impression 
on Sir Winston in the shadow 
of the pyramids. Hc found her 
"most remarkable and 
charming". 

Generalissimo Chiang knew 
little English, but hers has 
always been a remarkably 
ornate, elegant, sometimes con¬ 
voluted and archaic language, 
memorable if not entirely con¬ 
vincing in 196b she denounced 


the “convulsions and perfervid | 
paroxysms" of the Cultural 
Revolution and in 1939. after 
the Tiananmen Square massa¬ 
cre. she spoke of Lhe "dastardly 
communist poltroons 

unleashed hv the unconsciona¬ 
ble Deng Xiaoping". 

You “needed a dictionary 
nearby when s'he spoke of 
"yannigans". of “the ravenous 
maw of Moloch' and “a pro- 
lepsis of malicious misread¬ 
ing". When Briuin recognised 
Beijing, she condemned it for 
having "bartered the soul of a 
nation for a few pieces of 
silver". 

There was no official title, 
other than "first lady", hut she 
hinted at her power when her 
husband was taken captive by- 
rebel snIJiers in 1936 and she 
managed t*» convince the cap¬ 
tors in the w estern city of Xian 
to release him: “Jehovah will 
now do a new thing, that is. he 
will make a woman protect a 
man" Her ability to win friends 
and influence enemies helped 
her to convince Washington to 
recognise the island of Taiwan 
as "China" for almost three 
decades, and to shun the Com¬ 
munists in Beijing. 

Central to her power was 
Henry Luce, co-founder of 
Time and Life magazines, and 
the son of China missionaries. 
He was generalissimo on the 
Time cover six limes during 
the war. Luce was blind to the 
blatant corruption of the 
Nationalist regime and inspired 
hv the vision of a Christian, 
communist-free China. When 
lhe Nationalists were defeated 
in the civil war. he fretted 
aloud about how the US had 
"lost China". And. until his 
death in 1967. he was deter¬ 
mined that Madame Chians 
figure on an annual list of the 
world's III most famous 
women. 

The Biiiish were generally 
less ml.iiu.iicd with the Chi- 
angs and the generalissimo was 
lampooned ;ls "General Cash 
My-cheque". But her ability to 
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eet things done was admired. 
"She was behind the formation 
of the Flving Tigers of Genera! 
“Claire Chcnnault, whose air¬ 
craft ferried supplies over the 
Hi mala van “hump" to south¬ 
west China where they fought 
the Japanese. The Texan gen¬ 
eral thought she had good inten¬ 
tions. but “knew nothing about 
the subject" later he called her 
“one of the most perfect women 
in the world". 

The Chianes were much like 
Mikhail Gorbachev, feted as 
saviours internationally, but 
unpopular at home. Her public 
relations machine is still purr¬ 
ing. but unflattering. tell-aU 
accounts of her Kfe have left 
the image blemished. The reac¬ 
tions of harsh critics, who-por¬ 
tray her as a dragon lady and 
keeper of dark secrets, are as 
extreme as the affections of her 
eternal fans. 

On Taiwan, where she lived 
for 26 years as pan. of the Chi¬ 
nese govemmeni-in-exile. she 
was long feared as the power 
behind the throne. Remembered 
for an iron wifi, western tastes 
and a disdain tor native-born 
Taiwanese, she was also rev iled 
as a symbol of wealth, power 
and corruption. 

In the book Betuay end Sor- 


n lie. by the Taiwanese journal¬ 
ist Wang Fung, former servants 
are quoted as saying that she 
kept two large refrigerators 
brimming with chocolate and 
imported fruit. ‘ She is seen as 
elitist and totally out of touch 
with the common people." said 
Wang Kewen, a Chinese 
historian. 

Her acolytes have but glow¬ 
ing praise. They say she is 
polite. gentle, unassuming, 
compassionate, relaxed and 
likes to have fun. According 
to Hau Pei-tsun. a former pre¬ 
mier. she has supported Tai¬ 
wan's transformation from 
military dictatorship to 
democracy over the last 
decade. 

She still has an impacL A 
controversy arose last year 
over whether the bodies of the 
generalissimo and his son (her 
stepson) and successor. Chiang 
Ching-kuo. should, be buried 
on mainland China They lie 
embalmed in a "temporary" 
tomb, awaiting the promised 
Nationalist Chinese reconquest 
of the mainland She resolved 
the conflict by agreeing to bury 
her husband's body in Taiwan 
bra only until an appropriate 
opportunity arose to transfer 
him to the ancestral home. 


Although Soong May-ling: 
still carries a Republic ot ■_ ... 
China (Taiwan) passport ana. .. 
never became a .US 
she will probably be buned m 
the Soone family plot outside.v. 
New York. Her twilight in/:, 
semi-exile tells of the comma- v ■ 
ing contradictions of her 
She is Chinese, but more at 
home in New York and in^ 
English. She promotes, uadi- 
tional Confucian culture, but- • 
is a Christian. She was a strut--. 
tine star, relishing the spot- ; 
lieht. and yet she has lived (or • ; 
the post two decades in 
obscurity. . 

She fought for Taiwan to be- 

recognised by the US as Free^ 
China”, but the rise and recog-: - 

nition of the mainland was 1 
inevitable. She was ultimately 
betrayed by Richard Nixon, 
who travelled to Beijing in, 
1972, even though she had 
cultivated him long before he 
was inaugurated its president 
with her harsh rhetoric 
wrapped in charm. She was. 
right in arguing that commu-, 

nism had undermined the Chi-, .... 

nese soul, but wrong to think 4m 
that the ideology would never T 5 - 
change. ■ !■ 
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Arab, Israeli intellectuals 
form alliance for peace 


The UN drugs report 

Hot on their t 


By.John Duniszewski 

CAIRO—It represents, one 
Israeli organizer *a>s. "the first 
dent in the wall" 

Despite the unsettled state of 
Israeli-Arab relations. 41) intel¬ 
lectuals from Egypt- Jordan. 


the Palestinian territories and 
Israel quietly met in Copen¬ 
hagen in late January and 
issued a manifesto announcing 
an “.alliance" of respected 
thinkers to support the search 
for a just peace and reconcilia¬ 
tion in the region. 


What’s more, they plan : '’**-* 

to set up a permanent ; . - * ' 

organization operating j a*"' 

separatelv from govern- » ^ A 

mcnis lo further their l 3 V i/ • 

i ^liratlibnUaUtftisainnPalttunMni ^ 
their Israeli counterparts. peace and coexistence 
A counierdeclaration 

dredsmT int^?«tuafs.*and Lutfi the agreements that have been set off "a mil J 
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dreds of intellectuals, and Lutfi 
Khoii. one of the prime movers 
behind the so-called Copen¬ 
hagen Declaration, last week 
was hounded out of the leftist 
National Progressive Unionist 
Party that hc co-founded. 

But beneath the surface, 
there are signs that the discus¬ 
sion has prompted a degree of 
reassessment about the useful¬ 
ness of the blanket rejection of 
anything Israeli. 

Khoii. a writer who once 
opposed the Camp David 
accords that ended the state of 
war between Israel and Egypt, 
said recently that letters he is 
getting from doctors, engineers 
and artists run 5-1 in fayor of 
the declaration. "Even 1 was 
surprised," he said. 

The Islamic. Pan-Arabic 
nationalist and leftist groups 
and unions opposing it arc 
mired in dogma left over from 
the Arab-lsracli wars or the 
past, he said. They ignore "the 
new realities in the region and 
all over die world" and "are not 
offering any alternatives" 
Egyptian signatory Abdel 
Moneim Said, director of 
Cairo’s Al Ahram Center for 
Political and Strategic Studies, 
said the declaration’s basic aim 
is to unite Israeli and Arab pub¬ 
lic opinion to rescue the peace 
process, which has seemed in 
peril in the past year. 

The four-page document con¬ 
demns the use of violence by 
either side and urges implemen¬ 
tation "in letter and spirit” of all 


signed by Israel and the Pales¬ 
tinians. It calls for halting new 
settlements, paying "special 
attention" to finding a mutually 
satisfactory status for Jerusalem 
and reaching a final-status 
agreement that grants Palestin¬ 
ians "self-determination, 

including statehood." It also 
urges a comprehensive peace 
between Israel and Lebanon 
and Syria, based on UN resolu¬ 
tions and the formula of Israel 
trading occupied land for peace. 

Rather than representing an 
Arab surrender, the statement. 
as Said sees it. demands of 
Israel a fair deal for the Pales¬ 
tinians. One of its successes, he 
said, is that it has attracted not 
only peace activists on the 
Israeli left but also intellectuals 
from the center of the Israeli 
political spectrum and even a 
few people in the ruling right- 
wing coalition led by the Likud 
Party—people like Maxim 
Levy, a member of Israel's par¬ 
liament and brother of Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy. 

When the peace process was 
going more smoothly, before 
the 1995 assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
Arab intellectuals had been 
slowly coming around to the 
idea of coexistence and even 
cooperation. Then, a step such 
as the Copenhagen Declaration 
would not have seemed nearly 
so controversial. 

But in the current hothouse 
atmosphere, the document has 


set off "a civil war among 
thinkers." said Egyptian jour¬ 
nalist Salah Eddin Hafez. 

“This 'alliance.' sadly, repre¬ 
sents a mere illusion: it will dis¬ 
solve into nothing. It only 
serves to spread (Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin! Netan¬ 
yahu's lies, allowing him to 
delude the world" about his 
commitment to honoring peace 
accords, wrote Salama Ahmad 
Salumn. a prominent columnist 
for Al Ahram newspaper. 

Some critics have argued 
that the proper role of Arab 
intellectuals is to be firmer with 
Israel than governments or dip¬ 
lomats. who for purely prag¬ 
matic reasons may be forced 
into compromises. 

“If we ... confuse the role of 
the intellectual with that of the 
diplomat, the Arabs will ^ lose 
the enlightened support of intel¬ 
lectuals who helieve in defend¬ 
ing Arab rights." warned 
Ahmed Youssef. a political sci¬ 
entist at Cairo University. 

It is amusing. Said said, that 
Egyptian thinkers are suffering 
such angst about the document 
when Palestinians, the ones 
most directly affected, have 
shown few of the same 
reservations. 

The Egyptian intellectual, he 
lamented, wants to be "more 
royal than the king" 

LA Times- Washington Pott 
News Service 


International trends in drug abuse and irulfick- 
in£ over in 1996 are among the topics of the 
i n n U :ij Report of the international Narcotics 
Control Board dNCBi. released lately. What 
follows are brief excerpts. 

Among lhe problems highlighted are emerg¬ 
ing illicit mattes for anorectic ("eight- 
reduction" i stimulants and an increase in their 
abuse from both licit and illicit sources and a 
global surge in the prescription of other sumu- 
Fani drues in the treatment of behavioural prob¬ 
lems in children. In addition to cultivation of 
cannabis in several regions and the spread of 
cocaine abuse to West Africa and Eastern 
Europe, the Vienna-based Board this year 
points to a rapid spreading of abuse of amphet¬ 
amines. mainly of "Ecstasy." 

In its review the Board, notes successes in 
usina international treaty provisions to make ft 
difficult for clanderstine laboratories to obtain 
the chemicals they need to manufacture 
cocaine, heroin and stimulants such as amphet¬ 
amine, methamphetamine and “Ecstasy. At 
least 300 metric tons of acetic anhydride— 
enough to make a billion street doses of her- 
oin—Tond almost 1.800 tons of chemicals that 
would have been used to process more than iyu 
tons of cocaine, were prevented, says the 

R The Report notes how global economic inte¬ 
gration. opening borders and deregulation o 
trade facilitated'’ international drug trafficking. 
Several million tablets containing diazepam 
and chlordiazepoxide manufactured in Asia 
were seized from people trying to smuggle 
them into Nigeria, more and more reports breach 
the Board on the channelling of narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and precursor chenj- 
cals through free trade zones, khat. a stimulant 
plant originating from eastern Africa, has been 
seized repeatedly m Europe. North America 
and the South Pacific, large quantities o _ephed- 
rine were smuggled out ol Asm and Europe, 
through Guatemala, and into Mexico and the 

U Tire Board sees drug-related corruption, brib¬ 
ery and intimidation as threatening police, judi¬ 
cial officers, politicians, rax audionues and 
customs officers, through the 'immense ^o- 
nomic power" of drug traffickers. U suggests 
that countries set priorities in enforce¬ 

ment and focus primarily on high-level drag 

^Among the general concerns given special 
attention is a revived marketing of weight- 
reducing tables" that offer a quick fix for obes- 
iiy and a whole range ot psychological syn¬ 
dromes and disorders. 

Abuse of appetite suppressants for their stim¬ 
ulant properties was reported in a n umber or 
countries. The Board received reports of citings 
of health clubs, fashion shops and beauty rarms 
as places where such drugs can be obtained. 

In the Americans—particularly m Argentina, 
Brazil. Chile and the United States—stimulants 
under international control are consumed in 
much higher quantities. Some Latin American 
slates have'expressed concern al.the large-scale 
dispensing oflhls w of "die. pill." to effect- 
ing the central nervous system. 

World licit consumption of another stimu¬ 
lant. methylphenidale. which hod jumped from 

three tons in 1990 to 10 tons in 1995, continued 
to rise in 1996. In the US, which leads the 
world in demand for this amphetamine-type 
prescription drag in the treatment ol attention 
deficit disorder (ADD) in children,' is expected 


to see a rise in consumption to 10.5 ions in 
1996 and nearly 13 tons iii 1997. Methylphem- .. 
date-related emergency room cases amoralU 
to 14-years-old increased 10 times since 1990. 

In connection with measures by other coun¬ 
tries. the Board now sees results. Thanks to 
control mechanisms leading to a number ot 
arrests and seizures involving large shipments 
of precursor substances, drug traffickers are £ 
finding it increasingly diffiralt to obtain cherni- W? 
cals they require to manufacture heroin, 
cocaine, amphetamine, methamphetamine and 

•"Ecstasy-” ■ ,* 

Among other trends idenfified by the INCB 

include: 

In Africa increasing amounts of cocaine are 
being smuggled out of South America—mainly 
Brazil —through eastern, southern and western 
Africa into Europe. An estimated 60 percent of 
all cocaine shipped to South Africa passes 
through: the rest is consumed locally. Crack 
abuse is already creating problems in South 
Africa and in several western African countries. 

Angola Central African Republic. Comoros, 
Congo, Djibouti,. Equatorial Guinea Eritrea 
Mozambique and Namibia have not yet 
ascribed to any of the three international drag 
control treaties. The Board comments that few 
African countries have made progress in updat- '• 
ing their drug control laws. 

In North America, "the biggest illicit drag ■ ■ 
market in the world" is in the United States, {*. 
with abuse of cocaine, cannabis and hallucino- “ 
gens increasing among youth in recent years. 

Illicit manufacture of amphetamine deriva- : 
lives and indoor cannabis cultivation have - 
become major problems in Canada • ; 

Cannabis is cultivated in all three North- L 
American countries. Mexico in 1995 eradicated 
21.000 of an estimated 32.000 hectares of the 
illicit crop; the United Suites destroyed 373 ^ 
million cannabis plants. In Canada about SO :* 
per- cent of the cannabis supply is from domes¬ 
tic, mainly hydrophonic. cultivation. 

South America is still the only region supply-r¬ 
ing cocaine to other pans of the world, above ^ 
all the United States and Europe. ■ 

In East and South Asia the surrender of - ; 
Myanmar insurgent leader Khun Sa—v. : 

considered the key person in the illicit trade m . jj 
opiates—has created a new situation in the 'w 
Golden Triangle (Lao People's DemoCTatic-.v.. 
Republic. Myanmar and Thailand), particularly - 
in Myanmar's Shan Suite, where most of tbe.^;- 
region's opium is produced. .. 

Opium smoking is diminishing in the subre^ ' - ; 
gion, but is being replaced by the far more dan-.-^l. 
gerous practice of injecting heroin, and the—;; 
trend has been accompanied with increased -:!■ 
needle sharing and human immunodeficiency ^. 7 , 
virus (HIV) infection. 

Hong Kong, one of the world's largest finan-j : - 
cial centres, tightened its anti-money?^ 
laundering laws in 1995 and beginning in Janu- 
ary 1996 placed all substances listed in the ."v 
tables of the 1988 Conventions under strict 
control. . 

Twenty-four methomphetamine smuggling 
groups were dismantled in Korea in 1995. - 

In Western Asia the major sources of supply 
of traffickers are illicit cultivation of cannabis r> 
and opium poppy in Afghanistan, Pakistan;'-'; 
central Asia and the Caucasus and illicit pro- -7 
duction of hashish in Afghanistan and Pakistan \ 
and the clandestine manufacture of heroin fit » 
Afghanistan. Pakistan and Turkey. ■ - ” 













* 







r< deh l i 

■V^Si 

r 

Conn 




hi 


r °5ji 


:- v „' Kef 

'•V '■*<* 


®w<; 


■J^ei’jt 
‘ 'ie» 




'%» 


■". s^s?a»[ 


:.--s;ss 


*?***. 


■::-. •' 1 '^ ^ 


*• 


:.* **!*..■ 
. : ■ - ,J PPS; 

'; ■.-’ ’■ nu ’ 1 is ife 

• S+:*#•*" 

’•" ?nmi • 




ItlQ. 



Jordanian 
'tand behij 
governme, 
on Jerusale 


? ff.muedfr.-a 


"id paj’ 
" " *'•' ‘"-nier 

r - anal k 


m 


■ '“' J - >f i) r. 

rr'ry.Tj Sat u 

/ *■-*• £ 
^ Ctar 

■■ Vi -*•" , 

■ "*•"■■' ?.>;•>. , 

*-• U 

_.,_. svr - ,. e ^ 


".■.■V. F_- 


;. ..j. 
i*w 




i f . -. ■ •■> £ 

.. !-.•*■:-.i'jrrs. 

• r-r : 


«♦ 


• -i - 

V»“- 


-.-it 

v 

■ ' i ?•: — i 
.- •-• : 
% ‘I. ^ 

'■■■-■ 1 s rV 


i$"7“ 


% - ! - 


t:~ 


ii'i* 


>o-~' v 


wt’ T - 


IT" V- 


<*r? 


. . -- _'J. '■ 

• . fl 


ij - ■ 


•' r > - i.i 

vj* **v^‘ -•*: 


. • - 


irjJ'.r''' 


# 






5«i^ ■ 


' -ri- 

... 


*4^5 - 




Jsv * ‘ 



# 


iOxfr**'' 




. . i5 5^ „ 




wi • ' 

-? ‘ n ’ 

>.SJv 


'* ■5 s '” 

•y 


^ V 




■? ' 




1^*^" 

** -t* 




, 

* 

* ~ 

fe*- ' ' ▼ 

. 


.^v 




13 MARCH 1997 






o 




L 


THE STAR 7 



Jordan Season in Paris kicks off 


THE JORDANIAN Season in Paris was inaugurated by Her 
Majesty Queen Nwir and Mrs Bernadette Chirac last 
Tuesday. It is designed to increase bilateral relations between 
France and Jordan on all levels and promote tourism between 
the two countries. Up to 14 Jordanian sculptures and plastic 
artists are taking part in the event that is ulreadv seen as a 
great success. 

The seasnn. which lasts till November, is aimed to make 
people more aware of the archaeological treasures of Jordan. 

There are Tor instance. 42 artifacts from the Rroir/e Age 
borrowed from museums in Amman. Irhid and Jcrash. Also 
nine mosaics from the fith and 7th centuries BC. as well as 
rare pages tram the Quran. 

In addition to that, there are hooks by |4 century travellers 
travel guides and fact books. 

A permanent exhibition of traditional costumes from 
.Iordan and Palestine is also mi display in Paris. ■ 



Ziad Dalloul 


An artist of multiple interferences 


By Anca de Maio 

Special The Slur 


S yrian painter bom in Suweitla in 
1^*’ Jnt ^ resident in Paris since I9K4 
Ziad Dalloul. opened Iasi week his 
first solo exhibition in Amman at the 
Darat Al Funun. It lasts till 3 April. 
At the suggestion of Mrs Suha Shoman. the 
present collection brings together pieces from 
two sectors and periods of Dalloul‘s creation: 
a series of 13 engravings on melal (1986-89) 
and 33 paintings in pigment and acrylic 
«JI996-97). This special formula highlights 
VJalloul's original approach of the two art gen- 
res'thai consists of an adveniurous deletion of 
• frontiers. At first glance, the 10 years that 
chronologically keep them apart are mini¬ 
mised whife the presence of the engravings 
among the paintings is not suspected yet. 

Dalloul'5 engravings are special because 
they let themselves be taken for something 
else. Their access to the technical space of 
painting is an opportunity of trap-setting. 
Such traditional features of engraving as 
black and white austerity, small scratching 
gestures on each square centimeter, plate cor¬ 
rosion and relatively small formats, arc all 
daringly infringed " in Dalloul's ‘Circom- 
stancc.s dc lieu'i Space Modifiers). “Practi¬ 
cally. I paint my engravings", he explains, “1 
paint with wide gestures on big metal plates 
using colors instead of acids." . 

“In my case, the fabrication of ihe plate is 
the very moment of creation, while the sur¬ 
face I deal with simultaneously converts itself 
into the space I search for", he says. As sug¬ 
gested in the title by the clear reference to a 
grammatical category. Dalloul's engravings 
treat the subject of space in changing terms. 
“The space is more important than the object 
it envelops", he points oul 
The printing of the engraving is a moment 
of surprise: it reveals the other way round 
reading of the created space. Terms like 
"frame" and "background" are no longer func¬ 
tional in a space that is neither external nor 
tridimensional: The space with-Dalloul is 
always a question of metamorphosis. The 
transformation is definitely introverted. It 
starts from a spatial reality (either it be Paris 
or another place), passes through the stage 
where the space turns into matter (Le. the 
moment of creation itself) to finally the ulti¬ 
mate phase of the cycle, when the space evap¬ 
orates into abstraction. 

Committed to paintings for “a quarter of a 
century." Dalloul has approached all the three 
major subjects in the history of painting— 
portrait, landscape and still nature—but only 
. the last two have made the domain of his 
'l interest. “I have always been looking for an 
opening between landscape and still nature.” 
Resembling an engraving, the most particular 
exhibit of the collection is a six-meter long 
painline, that is divided into five frames lined 
up horizontally. Bearing the title of one of 
Manet's paintings, Dalloul’s "Lunchon on the 
erass" is the plastic crystallization of his 
Inner temptation "to transform still nature into 

nature." . ... 

■‘1 am convinced that one element, like a 
tree for instance, can represent a landscape in 
itself. Dalloul asserts. The two paintings 
entitled "The first trees" are the best evidence 
in this respect: The foamy black shape that 
may resemble a tree turns into a big dark stain 
on an enveloping shaded gray, whose details 
of textures confer relief and materiality to the 

U A^ihe French art critic Jean-CIaude Le 
Gouic points out. Dalloul's *•clair-obscu^’ , is 
■■metaphysic" and not “demonstrative. It rep¬ 
resents the means the painter resorts to rach 
l -ihp prototype of an idea on the subject (Dal- 
> «ou«l or 7mply the abstract His black and 
gray landscape-lrees evoke the absolute time 



mo!it's oi two humble objects of every¬ 
day liter the table and the chair. 'These 
ephemeral objects that constantly fol¬ 
low us in the kitchen, in the dinning- 
inom. ;ti work and everywhere, can 
equally be ihror.es for kings, and altars 
for ofierings". underlines the artist. 

Therefore I decided to paint these 
ordinary physical things so as to show 
how sacred, eternal and abstract they 
cjn he. he stressed. Under the magic 
eye and the skillful hand of ihe artist, 
the kitchen stool turns into transcen¬ 
dent nature whereas the tahlc becomes 
mciaphysic landscape. 

Round and square forms, fore¬ 
grounds and backgrounds, interlace 
and fuse into self-sufficient composi¬ 
tions. The colors evoke those of his 
native region and they arc “monochro- 
inatically" employed as "matter” and 
not as simple adjectives. "I do not 
search to he either local or interna¬ 
tional." Dalloul confesses, "but. natu¬ 
rally. the iraces of my native and 
present culture are detectable in my 
color palette, landscapes and maybe 
atmosphere." 

Dalloul's work is an indivisible 
whole, a huge landscape itself where 
ihe music of each picture-object. 


of the Genesis in a mysterious language. The 
couple of paintings entitled “September" 
depict more earthly and emotional landscapes. 
Genuine autumnal slates of mind, the trees arc 
this time coloured in brown, yellow and 
ochre natural pigments mingled with acrylic. 

"Still life on paper" is an other example of 
how the figuration (suggested in the probable 
shape of a water-lily or of a tridimeniion.il 
vase) gets dispersed into an abstract gesture 
against the textured background of a Deluge- 
like seascape. ‘The fabrication of the water 
consisted in superposing layers and layers of 
colours diluted with very much water that I let 


p.unicj 


evaporate after each coaling' 
describes. 

His option for “ecological" tradition:!I tech¬ 
niques conciliates the subjects ■>! hi> primings 

and their materialization on g.. papers in 

ink. sepia jnd natural pigments Dalloul 
emancipates still nature from Us domestic 
condition and amplifies it into .» lice unlim¬ 
ited landscape. "Nature is enigmatic and pow¬ 
erful when man cannot master its magnitude." 
Dalloul thinks. In "Breeze.' the study of light 
as matter makes possible "the ret nee from the 
tangible into the wide wild nature." he adds. 
Twenty of his paintings are centered on the 


either it be a painting or an engraving, 
gets amplified in a symphony of mate¬ 
rial .sensjlions. vivid emotions and abstract 
spaces. 

Dalloul has displayed 11 solo exhibitions in 
Syria. France. Lebanon and Belgium. He par- 
tie ipated in around collective exhibitions 
all over the world. He has published two 
books that explore, the poetry-graphics syn¬ 
chronism. One of them is pari of the present 
exhibition at Darat AI Funun: "La main dc la 
pierre dessine le lieu." Tablette dc Petra". 
Poetry by Adonis and Graphics by Dalloul. 
Ziad Dalloul prepares a third similar book, on 
Amman, in complete the set: Paris-Peira- 
A hi mini. ■ 


Youth Theater opens but 
there are lots more to see 


By Star Staff Writer 


CULTURE EXPRESSES real identity. And 
theater is the very instrument of such an 
expression. It is with this in mind that the 
Jordan 5th Youth Theater Festival made its 
debut at the Royal Cultural Center. Under 
the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. the festival will continue till 20 
March. 

With plays performed every night at the 
RCC. the festival is already being seen by 
critics as a major success. Organized by 
Jordan's Artists Association (JAA) with 
the cooperation of the Ministry of Culture, 
the festival is being hailed as a great 
opportunity for young talent, indeed, these 
were the comments made by producer and 
televion presenter Orwa Zreiqat. who is 
also the secretary of the JAA. 

He added that the JAA has proven itself 
as a permanent event, about creativity car¬ 
ried out by the youths of this country. 

They plays are being produced and 
directed by such up and coming directors 
as Muhanad Al Safadi and Muhammad 
Al Qasscm. . 

Its opening night, last Sunday at traded the Mint.stcr of 

Culture himself. 



HRH Prince Mcrid ihn Road deputizing Jar Queen Nuor opens the festival 


mans, including 
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French Skal group 
arrives in Amman 



- -is likely to increase even further this year. A group of 120 people of 

W TOURISM TOW* / Amman, Wednesday, for what is called as a touristic expen- 
ihe Skal Club in France ic fours. Its general manager, Mr Ziad Dakak says that 


OUK' 31 ' 1 arrived in Amman, weanesaay, ror wnui is cuuw » a 

UK Skal Club in [our is Dakak Tours. Its general manager. Mr Ziad Dakak says that 

cnee. The ol ^'^°L T cor ning through his agency ibis year. . . . . 

nine other groups are oo s this week starts in Pans. One or the main aim ol the 

n ‘Tourism is.part °'‘‘EjS^oSTio Jordan. Thom an: 500 Skal Clubs in die world loduy 
Season is to ,n f r ^ s TSniaSDnal tourism. The Amman Skal Club was formed in I960. 

Their aim is » ,ncl ^l aim of his agency is to increase international loumm to Jordan. 

pY-b Q.nvs one ol tne nw -- 


Adel Al (Juduh 

and many leading 
producers. Jirei- 
lur.s. actors and 
llicnlcr critics. 

Since then the 
house continued 
to he packed with 
people coming in 
to watch top 
plays written and 
directed hy dis¬ 
tinguished art¬ 
ists. Plays like 
Media hy and 
Ras AI Mum!xnk 
Juher and 

Thuwrul Al Zing 

revolution 



Issa 


Zreiqat 


I the 


of the negro) were real crowed pullers 
The opening night of the Media v. i- tre¬ 
mendous. and a number of people li id to 
be turned a«a\ because the oi Mage being 
so lull. 

AM in all. there are lit plats ili.it arc 
being shown through out the c'-cni Wh.ii 
is interesting about these theater produc¬ 
tions is l hat i hex draw on local. A tab and 
international writers, indeed, tins ;\ v.hai 
makes the festival so hvclx Hishttm 
Ghurihch for instance is a lop j,u.al novel¬ 
ist and plajw right while Snail Allah 
Wantin'*, the write) ol Ra- Al -Mamlonk 
Jaber . is an Egyptian, wlm draws on that 
experience from that part of the world. 
Similarly, the play Media draws on the 
Greek mythology. 

All this experience and divep.iiv gives a 
certain richness to the fcsiiv.il and in par¬ 
ticular to local theater movement in this 
country, hi this respect al'» Mk void-, of 
producer Mohammad Al Hirniawi. who i> 


also Ihe head ol the Higher Organizing 
Committee for the Festival, arc foretelling*. 
He said that the continuation of theater as 
an art depends on its ability to reflect real¬ 
ity and the state of social being. This is 
wltat the plays hope to day. By the end of 
the festival prizes will be given to the best 
play. 

Lust week the foyer uf the RCC was 
packed with people who just wanted to 
come and see what is new in the theater 
world. Top rate Jordanian actors and 
actresses are frequenting the festivel. 
These included Jamil and Juliet Awad. 
Abir lssa, Nabil Al Mashimi. Doud Jala- 
jel and lots other. 

What is interesting about this year’s fes¬ 
tival. is that the plays that arc being shown 
will be judged at the end of event and the 
hot plays will he given prizes. This is con- 
sidcred as an innovative way of making 
sure that only the very best will he pre¬ 
sented in this and future festivals. ■ 


THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 



H lt*s OKI It's OKI The tunnel was closing in on 
me there for a while, but I’m all right now." 



Years later, Harold Zimmerman, the original 
"Hookhand” of campfire ghost stories, tells his 
grandchildren the Tale of the Two Evil Teen-agers. 





Bi-rf 


Murray didn't feel the first pangs of real 
panic until he pulled the emergency cord. 



“VtoH. Mr. Cody, according to our questionnaire 
you would probably excel in sales, advertising' 
slaughtering a few thousand buffalo, 
or market research." 
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La prose du roi Hussein irrite M.Netanyahou 



I 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


aucuiu ui iiw I*— - 

des Palestiniens, chaquc Ibis que onus u\ons des divergences a\ec eux*. 

/w ye Missive Ze rtd Hussein denonfad la politique aciueUe du gouvemement tsradhen. *Voas 
SfaeTla P^X je n'ai anoint conGance en vous*. 5e referam a la decision israilwnned* 
ctTtruire un nouveau quartier jnif a Jerusalem-Est. il meliait en garde ALAe^aAo^vo^ 
ne revenez pas sur votre decision de eonstruire Har Homa. les consequences seront desastreuses 

pour lc processus de paix*. d’autoriser le 


survoler le temtoire israelien it bord de Vavion personnel dusouverain envie 

de piloter raoi-memc I'avion. comme je I’ai Tail au-dessus de Tel-Aviv du 

J’aurais bien voulu voir si vnus alliez donncr ordre a vos canons de tirer sur 1 avion de la pacu* 


_ 13 MARS 1997 

Star, consacrera un SU PP , - enn e qui 
20 mars a la saison JDes 

SSSSgSigffir* 

StouSSSnts, co^tez 

Olivier Bras ou MahmoudFares 
au 645 380 ou au 652 _ 
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Refugies 

Les Palestiniens exclus des debats 

Le forum du Haut Commissariat aux Refugies qui s’est ouven hier a 
Amman a pour but defavoriser la cohesion regionale pour 1’aide aux 
refugies. Le cas des Palestiniens n 'y sera malheureusement pas aborde. 


.. • - 

Palestine . 

«L ’odeur de rintifeda» 

Le projet de nouvelle colonisation entrepris pat 
les Israeliens pres de Jerusalem genere wi 
vive tension dans les territoires palestiniens. 


II est tres dormant I 
de conMuler que I'on slime 
cn Jordanie purler des re¬ 
gimes politique? du monde 
enlier ct quc i'on aborde 
I Hi.sluirc de tous les pays a 
I’cxclusion d'une peri ode: 
celle de la revolution 
fruin^tisc qui a vu la fin 
d'une monarchic au profit. 
d'un regime plus democra- 
lique 

Pourquoi un tel sujel est 
soigneu semen i cviuS. ou su- 
pertii iellemenl aborde dans 
le royaume hachemite? 
C’c?l probablcmenl par 
peur d’irriler le pnuvoir. 
Mais cn quoi ccttc page de 
I'Histoirc franyaisc peui- 
clle avoir un lien avec la 
Jordanie - . 1 Lc roi Hussein 
ne resemble pourtant pas a 
Loui? XIV el le regime 
munnrchiquc qui rCgnail en 
France voila deux siccles 
tic pnSentc pas dc simili¬ 
tudes avec lc systeme poli¬ 
tique jordanien actuel. 

Tout au long de 
I’Histnirc du monde. les 
monarchies oni ccrtcs sou- 
\cnt rime avec despolisme. 
Mais ce n’csi pas toujour? 
lc on?. comma par excmple 
au Danemark oil le roi a 
iniiie de nombreuses re- 
lormes democratiqucs. Une 
situation quc I'on retrouve 
en Jordanie. 

Par excmple. e'est par un 
! decrcl royal que lc parlc- 
| me 1.1 jordanien a \u le jour, 
i et cV-’l par un autre quc lc? 
leirsme.' oni obter.u le droit 
de '.oie. La semainc der- 
! nterc. les Jorduniens oni pu 
! • oir L*ur roi dtfnoncer a la 
i.’le'.i'ion les lourdeurs dc 
l.i.iminisiration. 

Sis oni pu l'entendre re¬ 
pel er sa vo Ionic de pro- 
j muu'-oir les liberty pu- 
bliques dans le pays. Des 
paroles qui ne sunt certes 
pas nouvelics. mais qui. 
malheureusement. ne sont 
pav toujours suivies 
d'e flats. 

A de nombreuses repri¬ 
ses. lc roi a clairement dc- 
noncc certains problemes 
en demandant une solution 
rapide. Lorsquc I'artiste jor- 
danienne Mona Saoudi lui 
a rendu visile pour aborder 
la question des meres jor- 
daniennes mariees a un 
Stranger qui ne peuvent pas 
irunsmcitrc leur nations Ike 
a leurs enfams. il a deman- 
dc aux autoritls compfe- 
tentes d'fetudier ee 
probleme. Mais qu'en est*il 
aujounj'hui? Dc meme, les 
suggestions faites a 
maintes reprises par le 
prince Hussan pour luttcr 
contre les crimes d’hnn- 
neur en punissant sifvfere- 
ment leurs auteurs n'ont d<f- 
bouche sur aucunc mesure 
concrete. 

Tres peu dc regimes 
dans le monde reclament 
I'independancc du systfeme 
judicialrc. la separation des 
pouvoirs legist at its et exfi- 
cutifs et une plus grande li- 
| hcrt«5 de la presse. Des 
propositions faites celle se- 
inaine par le roi Hussein. 

Atln que les c hoses 
changent nSellemenL ii est 
neccssaire d'offrir a ces r4- 
I’nmies proposes de vraies 
garanties de rfussite. Pour 
cola, ii faul songcr au- 
juuni'hui a reformer la 
constitution pour qu’y fi- 
| gurcnl ces nouvelles propo¬ 
sitions. 

Ce sujet est particu- 
licrcment sensible en Jorda¬ 
nie. mais une chose est cer- 
t:\ine; toules ces r^ formes 
ne pourront avoir du poids 
que grace a la force et au 
pouvoir de la conslitu- 
tion.B 

Sa’eda Kilani 


Le Jourdain, 
on y revient. 
Tous les jeudis 
dans le Star 

645 380 


Le forum regional du 
Haut Commissariat aux Rdfu- 
gi& des Nations-Unies. qui a 
commence hier ses travaux a 
Amman, comporte un paradoxe 
qui eclatc au grand jour. Ce 
forum discute des problfrmcs 
dcs rgfugies dans la rdgion sud- 
ouest de I'Asie et de I'Afriquc 
du Nord. il propose delaborer 
•une slraiSgie regionale^* sus¬ 
ceptible de n5soudre les 
problemes des actuels refugies 
et de les limiter a I'avenir. 
Mais. 5 aucun moment, ce fo¬ 
rum ne discutera des problemes 
des refugies palestiniens! Pour- 
tant. ceux-ci se irouvent par 
ccntaines dc millier? a quelques 
kilometres du lieu de la rencon- 
Lre du HCR. On trouve dcs 
camps de refugids h Jebel 
Hussein. Wehdat. h Baq'a. a Ir- 
bid. ^ Karame.... Un simple 
visile des d£l<igues dans un ou 
deux camps ne serait-elle pas 
plus instructive que de nom- 
breux debats sur la question? 

La reponse est a la fois sim¬ 
ple et catcgorique. C'est non 
parcc que I'UNRWA (office dc 
secours tfl de travaux des Na¬ 
tions Unies pour les refugies) 
est (’institution chargde de 
s'occuper des 3.3 millions de 
refugies palestiniens presents 
en Jordanie. au Liban. en Syrie. 
ct dans les territoires palcsti- 
niens. Un chiffre auquet il faut 
rajouier les Palestiniens se irou- 
vant hors de cette zone gcogra- 
phique. soil environ 1.5 mil¬ 
lions dc personnes 
suppl^mcntaires. 

Or. cette repartition des 
inches entre les deux instira¬ 
tions. I'UNRWA ct lc HCR. 
.semhlc desavantager une cer- 


taine categoric de 
refugies. Le HCR. 
nrganisme olficiel . . 
de l'Onu. applique le ‘ 

syste me internatio- ' L . • v rX. •., 
nal de protection 
des r£fugi£s (envi- 
ron 26 millions dans 
lc monde enliert. 

L'nppiication de ce |i ^a|apj 

systeme signific. 

selon la convention ' 

relative au statut des ■*-' 

refugies de 1951 cl 

son protocolc dc 

1967. que le HCR 

est responsuble de la 

protection el de 

('assistance des refu- - - 

gies. L'objectif du 

HCR esi d'assurcr lc ,, 1| , 

rapatriement libre- 1 

ment consenii dcs 

refugies cl de leur L* camp 

fournir I'aide ncces- 

saire pendant et apres le statut 

de rel'ugie. 

Le HCR a assure la reinte¬ 
gration de milliers de refugies 
dans leurs pays d'origine. 
comma par example an Paki¬ 
stan oriental, en Alriquc. en ex- 
Yougosiavic ct. plus recem- 
menL au sud de I'lrak ou au 
Rwanda. 

Quant ii I'UNRWA. elk ol'frc 
une aide partiellc aux refugies 
palestiniens. ii savoir csscn- 
liellcmcnt matcrielle. Chaquc 
annec. >on budget s'amoindrit 
ct ccttc organisation cumulc ac- 
tucllement plus de 50 milliards 
dc dollar? de defies. Le HCR nc 
connaii lui pas dc idles difficul¬ 
ty. son financcmcnl clant assu¬ 
re part I’ECOSO tconseil eco- 
nomique et social dc l’Onu i. 

Les refugies Palestinians. 






.^^.rst^iaroos:-^ 




Le camp de Jabalia, un des HuU camps de Gaza. 

doni eeux de Jordanie. sont cn vraieni 
le statut Jaiit dc se demander pourquoi | >ra el c 

l'Onu les a exclus dc son |c--iiniir 
ia reinte- systeme dc protection interna- t vssu* 
refugies tfonalc propre aux refugies. Dc p.„ x u 
d'origine. nombreuses resolutions onu- j., ma j, 

an Paki- siennes. noi.immcnt la resolu- ri i„j on 

ie.cn ex- lion 194. aUIrmcnt pouunl le “ 

i reccm- droit dcs refugies palestiniens e|JV f - 

ik ou au de reioumcr chez cux. lc>-cer 

Pourquoi done eettc exelu- ^ ^ ^ 
elk ol'frc sion dcs Palestinians de? ” 

refugies rag laments iniemaiionaux? 

r csscn- Cast une question que 

Chaquc fAssociation jordanienne des 

imoindrit Jrttiis de I'Honinic a lenu a p<»- _ — . 

imiik nc- scr dan? un memorandum li Sa- j 

milliards vi:iko Ogata, haul commissaire . 

; HCR nc aux refugies presid.ml lc forum Ltlih 

sdillicul- d'Amman. 

Lint assu- Les racincs de ce probleme 
iscil eco- sont hiert sur cPonJre politique. - ( 

Oiiui. Les discussions >nr le rei"ur 

estiniens. j cs refugies palestiniens Je- 


vraicnt bienlot dehutcr entre 
Israel ct I'Auioritf nationale pa- 
k-stinienne. Bicn que cc pro¬ 
cessus nail quun ohjcctif. la 
paix. une chose est sure: p»xur 
la majoritc des peuples dc la 
region, cette paix doit passer 
par le rciour des refugies chez 
eux. Car s'i I en c>t jutremem. 
ks gerrncs de la guerre rester- 
om dans ia region, mature les 
accords tic paix siuncs. ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 


«Je sens rodeur 

de lintifada* a declar'd cette se- 
maine Faycal Husseini, res- 
ponsable du dossier de Jerusa¬ 
lem au sein de I'OLP it propos 
de la nficente decision du gou- 
vernement israelien de cons- 
truire une nouvelle colonie is- 
rae lien ne. baptisce Har Homa, 
a la limite de Jerusalem et 
BethlCem. sur les terras confis- 
quees de la coliine ifAbou 
Ghneim. Le haut responsable 
palesiinien est me me alld jus- 
qu’a qualifier cette decision de 
declaration de guerre contre les 
Palestiniens. En effeL ce projet 
expansionnisie dexTail permet- 
ire. a lerme. rinstailalion de 50 
a 60.000 colons sur 30.000 
unires de JoeemenL Cest )a 
plus grande operation de colo¬ 
nisation israelienne -depuis 
occupation de juin 1967. Elle 
s'inscrit au moment ou les rela¬ 
tions israelo-palestiniennes 
connaissent une crise. 
L'architecie des accords cTOslo 
du cote palesiinien. Abou Ma- 
zen. a presente lundi sa demis¬ 
sion du poste de direoeur des 
negociations en raison de 
I'cnietement israelien. Le gou¬ 
vemement israelien a er. effet 
decide unilaieralemeni de se re¬ 
tire r uniquement de des ter- 
ritoires de Cisjordanie. contra- 
irement a i'accord (fHebron 


signd le 15 janvier qui prevoit 
un reuait de 30% des zones ru- 
rales. 

Les Palestiniens 'comptaient 
sur une importame pression in- 
temaiionale pour inflechir la 
politique isra£lienne. Mais le 
v£to amdricain 6mis ceuc se- 
maine au projet europfen d'une 
resolution du Conseil de s&uri- 
t& condamnant la colonisation 
isradlienne a dd^u leurs at- 
tentes. et a soulignd I'existence 
d'une crise de con fiance entre 
les Palestiniens et 1’adminis- 
traiion amfiricaine. 

Eviter un nouveau 
«septevni>renoir» 

L'accdldration de la colonisa¬ 
tion israelienne intervieitt au 
moment oil les ndgociauons sur 
le statut ddfmitif, dont Jerusa¬ 
lem. do i vent reellemem 
s’engager. Khalil Tafici, expert 
de la question de la colonisa¬ 
tion, dont le bureau a 6t£ fermd 
avec ceux de trois autres insti¬ 
tutions palestiniennes. souligne 


que le colonisation israebcmw 
Jerusalem vise essenuellemen- 
a .marter Ui visum pa/eslt- 
nienne dc faire de A™**- 
Est la rapiiale dufutur Etat pa 
lestinien • cn 
d'imposcr une majonte «mo- 
graphique israelienne. if gso~ 
graphe palesiinien ind'que 
qu'Israel controlc pour 1 instarh 
34% de iu surface dc Jerusalem. 
Il ajoute que le projet d'Abou 
Ghneim vise a sdparer la yille 
dc Jerusalem de B6ihkm. une 
politique qui s'inscrit duns la 
slrateeie israelienne coiisisLhi' 
h morceller les territoires pales- 
tiniens en bantouslans i soles. - 
Pour repondre a celtc_ nou- 
velie agression. les Palestiniens 
privikgienL ia voie diploma¬ 
tique sur le plan arabe. interna¬ 
tional. et ggalcment israelien 
Mais aucun responsable pnlcs- 
tinien ne semble prfit 5 garontir 
qu'urr nouveau «septembre san- 
glanr» n'aura pas lieu. ■ 

• De Gaza. 

Hassan Balavri 


Ln gagjumte de I'enqu&e-concours 
hmccc par le /ourdain est Antal Kal'aji. , 
Elle gagne pour une valeiir de. 

■ cinquante Ditiars de livres offerts 
par la Librairie Philadelphia. 


C’est la vie 

L'agencia franqais dlAtnman • 

Cinema 

Cvcle «Les enfants au cirtema>*. 

Le 17 mars a 20h30 au CCCL, Je suis le seigneur dn 
chateau de Regis Wargnier (1988). : 

Exposition 

Muhammed Ali Shakir, jusqu'au 31 mars au CCCL. - 

Concert • 

Les jazzmen de Quartette .Monsieur B se produiront. le 15 
| mars a 20h00 au college De La Salle. ,• 


Droit international humanitaire 

La Jordanie en phase d’ adaptation 

Vintroduction de la notion de crime de guerre dans le droit penal ei 
la meilleure protection de I'embleme de la croi.x rouge et du croissant 
rouge sont deux des mesures preconisees a 1'issue d'une table mnde 
organisee par le CICR sous les auspices du ministere de la Justice . 



Les pharmaciens. les mede- 
cins ou les diniques qui utili- 
sent I'embleme du croissant 
rouge ou de fa croix rouge pour 
signifier raspect m6Jical de 
leurs aclivitds ne sont generale- 
ment pas consricnls du fail 
qu’iis commertem un cki'u ct 
qu'ils risquent une amende, 
voire meme une peine 
d'emprisonnemenL 

La loi jordanienne prot&ge 
en effet I’usage indicatif de cel 
embleme qui est reserve & la 
societe jordanienne du crois^ 
sant rouge. 

•A ce jour, personne nffl en¬ 
core ete poursuivi tibus 

d'embleme en Jordanie^ pre¬ 
cise le Dr Moham^J l|i%iid. 
president du cr#san&ro ^ 

nous avons nujnf 
dc sensibilisafjon 
public pour iifeiierrm^itesregf 
de l'embleme'aM- 
si reperi louffs les'^^onms 
ct les 

de I’embletrm ei nail l<w 
avons en voyd&ne 
allons leur l^sse^n^u 
temps, mais j’||r 
pas, nous aUortkportdiT: ptamte ^ 
contre eux.» % IgJ' 
Prweger rusa^Jnmram de 
I’cmbkme n‘yt c^mdant pas 
suffisanL Pour ?tre«TOnformeJ 
au droit inremalionarWnani-|| 
taire tie DIH. consign^ dairies 
conventions de Genfive er% 5 »^ 
protocoles addilionnels qun 1 
protege les vie times des con- 
flits arm6s). le droit interne des 
pays signaiaires doit aussi. cl 
5urtout, feiller a ce que la 
croix rouge et le croissant 
rouge soient utilises & dcs fins 
de protection. Une mesure qui 
n'est pas pn£vue dans la legisla¬ 
tion jordanienne. 

En effet, en temps de guerre, 
c’est remblfeme de la croix 
rouge ou du croissant rouge qui 
protege les hdpitaux. les ambu¬ 
lances et le personnel sanitaine 
et qui lui permet d'administrer 
des soins aux blesses et aux 
malades. Cet embleme ne peut 
etre utilise que sous le contnJIe 
d'ouioritds compdtentes (mi- 
nistere de la Defense ou de la 
Sant£) et par la soci&i? nation- 
ale Croix rouge-croissant 
rouge. Mais pour que 
I’embkme soil respect^ cn 
temps de guerre, il l'aul deja 
qu'il le soil en temps de paix et 


que le public soit conscicnl de 
son importance el de sa signifi¬ 
cation. Une lache qui incombe 
aux Etats signaiaires. 

La Jordanie a ratific les con¬ 
ventions de Geneve en 1951 et 
les protocoles additionnels en 
1979. Comme tous les traites 
intemationaux. le DIH neces- 
site 1*adoption de mesures 16- 
gislatives et administrativy sur 
Te plan national pour etre appli- 
qu6. ^ 

: .flrffenis6e par 


f^n^hjghmi, en f6vrier 

mis^mceuvre. sur le ^ 
rfal.duDIH. 



precnc les net winiandtuion v 
adoptees fhir lc consensus a la 
suite dc debuts intcnscs. - 
Si I'insuflisance dc protec¬ 
tion de I'embkmc dans l.i legis¬ 
lation jordanienne etaii I’un de? 
sujets debattus. une outre la- 
cunc a aussi ete abordee: 
]'absence de lu notion de crime 
de guerre dans le droit p6nal 
national. 

Le DIH prevoit une s6rie de 
crimes de guerre. Par exemple. 
(’homicide volontaine sur une 
personne protigee tprisonnier. 
%j«j| ou blesse). le? aueintes 
gi^gg aux droits des personnes 
^ou cT^jbiens proteges, la tor- 
* turtle ftgjtcment inhumain ou 
^^pidanU^LCompris les exp>6- 
’^^^e^iiore^jiques. de memc 
qiegpljitoagjL perfide de 
. I’emfH&mo, solft, scion le DIH. 
^es t^wSonswaves. c’esi-a- 

l&in I^froit pdnal ne 

erwte de guerre. 
1 ^’plus.^^in la legislation na- 
ti#alef^®ly |:rimes b6n6- 
fii^nLj^^pres^iption: apres 
ipan^m^^un^[leur5 auteur? 
rgs ser ^spl us wursuivis. Or. 

H. Jfcs crimes de 
iP^eHesonfau OTntraire imprc- 


QAZCKflX TOIURJ 

ACCUTrlL T>U 
gfgOZLP'E SXAL CLU<B 





w &yi K. Une recommandation ei^^ 

juristes bas6s a Amman. Abid¬ 
jan. Bogota. Moscou et New 
Delhi. 

Crimes de gueire 

La table ronde qui s’est tenue 
it Amman, la premifere dans la 
region, etait organisfie par le 
consei Uer juridique pour les 
services consultatifs en droit in¬ 
ternational humanitaire pour le 
monde arabe. Ameur Zemmali. 
basd a Amman. Dcs table? 
rondes similaires seront organi¬ 
ses au cours de cette ann6e au 
Y6men, en Egypte ou au Liban. 

La quality dcs participants, 
une quarantaine. a assurd le 
succbs de cette rencontre. *Le 
niveau des debats etait tres elc- 
ve» confie Ameur Zemmali. 
*La presence et la concentra¬ 
tion des participants etaient 
sans faille et le realisme a un- 



”a iisiieJfc la table ronde. 
ly participants ont adopl£ cinq 
/recommqp^fotions qui ont 6te 
^voy^aux autorit6s concer- 

.^^demandent en particulier 
s^Snc meilleure protection de 
I’embleme. I'introducuon de la 
notion de crime dc guerre dans 
In legislation nationale. 
1’umelioration dc I'cnseigne- 
ment et dp la diffusion du DIH. 
et enfin la formation d’une 
commission nationale consulta¬ 
tive pour 1’application du DIH. 

Jacquy dc Maio. chef de ia 
delegation CICR a Amman, a 
exprimfe sa satisfaction ii 
Tissue de cette reunion. -Le 
fait quc les services consulta- 
tifs /war le monde arahe soient 
bases it Amman el que ycne 

premiere table ronde ail ea 
lieu ici nrjletent les rcblions 
privilegites que le CICR entre- 
tient avec la Jordanie. Im quo- 
lire Jes debuts, au cours de ces 
trois jours, servira de nutdelc 
pour les tables rondes qui se¬ 
nnit organisers d I'avenir duns 
les autres pays de la region.* 

ClUudine Assad 


Depuis 1995 I’agence Dakkak est rep resent 6e en France. Cest dire combien messieurs Dakkak 
s"int6ressent d la meilleure des relations entre la France et la Jordanie. .. . 

Le 11 mars 1997 d6butart I’annSe de la Jordanie d Paris, sous le haut patronage de sa maJestS la 
reine Nour et de madame Chirac, par une soiree de gala organisee par le minist&re jordanien du 
Tourisme , Royal Jordanian, et Forte Grand. Une soiree a laquelle, encore une fois, I'agence 
Dakkak pardcipaiL La soiree sera suMe de diverses expositions tout au long de Fannie, dont ie 
theme est la Jordanie* a I'Hotel de Vllle de Paris, dans les grands magasins du Printemps et d 

i'fnstitut du Monde Arabe. 

En meme temps, le 12 mars, Dakkak Tours et Travel avaient le plaisir et I'honneur d'accueillir le 
Skal dub de France. Outre le fait que le Skal ait choisi la Jordanie comme destination cette annee 
pour ddcouvrir notre pays et apprGcier ce voyage dans notre histoire, le Skal club de France, 
association regroupant des professionnels du tourisme frangals, souharte par cette visrte avoir un 
contact plus personnalise avec les professionnels du Skal dub Jordanien. 

En septembre dernier; I'ex-pr&sident monsieur Henri Faure et le president monsieur Robert Yignes 
avaient eu Vhonneur de rencontrer le Dr Saleh Irsheidat, ministre du Tourisme et des Antiqultes, 

' qui leur avait longuement expliquS f effort que la Jordanie accomplit pour favoriser sur notre 

terre un tourisme de qualite. 

De nombreuses rencontres sont prtvues avec des membres de la famille royate puisque le Skal 
dub est aussi un dub dont les membres valorisent les relations de cceur et souhartent aussi un 
4change franco-jordanien pour aider les enfants handicap^ des deux pays. 

SaJuons egafement la presence de quelques membres du Skal dub de Belgique. 

Tout au Jong de Fannie, Dakkak Tours <S Travef attend de nombreux groupes franfais dont la 
qualit4 de sa clientele saura apprSder la beaute de la Jordanie, la qualiti de son accueil et de ses 

(^changes culturels franco-jordaniens. 


.. cvtdfs l 
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THE STAR 9 


Activities 


Government Depts. 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council...636147/8 

French Cultural Centre...._.637009 

Goethe Institute...641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Hayn Ans Centre. 665195 

Y-W.CA... 641793 

Y.WMJl. . 664251 

Darat al Fumm.643252 

Alia An Gallery. 639303 

Baladna Ait Gallery..657132 

Nabil Al Mashini The::Te.675571 

Nabi! & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plata Cinema..699238 

Philadelphia Cinema...634144 

Sports Dubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.— 667181/S 

OnhodoxClub.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club -.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.. 676990 

Amman Mun. Library..636111 

Uni v. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N.837931/837937 
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The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.66614! 

Culture/Jabal Ammon.636391 

Education & Higher Education.6691 SI 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry &. Trade.663191 

Information....641467 

Interior Ministry .663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour. 

Municipalities & Environment 

Parliamentary Affairs. 

Planning . 

Post & Communications . 

Public Health ... 

Public Works & Housing . 

Social Development. 

Supplies. 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

Transport. 

Water & Irrigation. 

Youth / University. 


.698186 

.641393 

...641211 

.644466 

.624301 

.. 665131 

. 668481 

.673191 

.... 602121 

.642311 

.... 641461 

.680100 

.6W70I 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 I 

Australian.673246/7 ' 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 i 

Brazilian . 642183 1 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan . 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate .... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani . 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People’s Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanfci.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian . 674307/8 

Turkish - 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC.688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways.-.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Ajcromexico....694802 

Air Canada.630879 I 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).. 653691 

America' West Airlines.694802 

Tsmerican Airlines.669068 

Arab'Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.. 637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AiiLines . 630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PJA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .:.625981 

Qnntas.-.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines.659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Aijport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Police. 

Civil Defence H Q. 

Fire Brigade. 

| Ambulance. 

Blood Bank. 


192/621111 
193/J 98/199 
... b2209tV9J 

. 199 

. 775121 


Al-Cazar.-.. 

. 314131 

_314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

..... 316636 
.316250 


..... 313521 


.312426 

Miramar. 

. 314340 


Traffic Police.625^43/639703 

Traffic Accident.s.S97467/X 

Highway Police.7K7111 

Hospitals 

Afcleh Matcrnil).642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir, Ashranch....7751 ll/2n 
At-Muashcr Hospital.... 667227/9 

A mal Hospital. 674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian- Al-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity. 644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital. 607431 

The Islamic. Abdali .... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality. 843402 

Electricity Complaims.121 

Prices complaims.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaims.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

[ Post Office Info. 750981/2/3 

1 Telephone Information.121 
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Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Median) Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

jj WL.vzcc St. Tei. 

5 Eefcins labor Cjc'.w 

p , 


To Advertise in this 
space , call us at 
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Co/77/b/t 
,Hotel Suites 
® s Luxury ; Tel 
_® Comfort z 

§ Service! I 
_® Location 

In the ^ of j ^ 
Sweifyieh ; - , 

THE BEST MUSIC STORE 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darot! Jo 5 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 




Ammon 
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Let u* tfanJle it 
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Fully Serviced "Suites 

A/C In Grand 



Beauty Institute 

C racial a 

O Body skin treatiru-nf 
O Maki-up 

O European manicures A 
iadicures 





Cafe Restaurant 

Different 


Funny Bunny 

■ 


Funny Bunny 


THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUM BERGER IN 
TOWN 

..Burger. Roust. 
Chicken 


. MnPHHnah Almunattarab M. 

S iv!: S:':52"v 


ptom 

World's Nc.' Chair .! 

" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal " 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
jw, Pizza E:.; " 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imaeination 

Tel:314131/2. 


SSNTA CdiS! 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

. -1. 'j > ^- 1 . 


NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



Many Villas & Aparte merits 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax.810520 
Abdoun. Almouhiasch Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



We save you more 



I*'.. ?•-•■■■ j' !■’. =• > 

*• 1 ‘-1T: 1 i'.'i l-; 1 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily J 2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 
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aOASA gulf hotel 


* ± fr * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


Tor reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03)3J8246 


- - »s^- -w - ^ Zp 



jara. 

WaJid Jarrar Co. 




The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i IXNtv- IN .TAKE AWAY & OKU\TvRY 1 
Mtcn st. Jab‘r Tradc Center 




The most delirious 
Arabic Sweets 


All types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 
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'm ceivtbe mama sssncBs 

•Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Doming 
•Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
/U-Jaber&Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Teh 679947 & 821656 _ 


j 

KHIS.' 


TIze Gsrsnc-i 
Bo&gfttes A£vv 
jancr 


r AR RIAGE CARRIAGE 

lsI-. ^ 


mW I 


C A R RIA GE^CA RR1AGE 


thY 'Su Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 . 

Fax: 682525 


carriage carriage Rentacar carriage carriage 


JOSmjWRD B .E R.P BERGER Sy A 

WiLU KSE fill! 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 

- 3c : z'cf-z2'h A.zcto Service Center 

•••• _ 

- we oner:- £• x 

~ ~-=z£l. ❖Computerized Engine Check ❖Electro Mechanical car check \ 

^ Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance ?, * => ~- ;1 j 

• • ■ : : r - “5* Oil Change \ 3 asee/ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




| p Not all “ cafe *s “ are 
~ created equal 

A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


AL Shmeisani, Near Ata AU, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 


cc ^ _ © 
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Mailing lists servers on the Internet: 

An alternative low cost 
media channel 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 

SOVIET PROPAGANDA, 
during the cold war. decried 
the West’s democracy as the 
"dictatorship of capital and 
media." 

The Soviet propagan¬ 
dists. neglecting (heir own 
dismal record on democ¬ 
racy. kept on pointing out 
that major media corpora¬ 
tions in the West were 
influenced or owned by big 
companies and, therefore, 
didn't wholeheartedly i 
commit themselves to giv¬ 
ing the whole story. ~ , 

The Soviet claim, far- ]** 
fetched and self serving as 
it was. nevertheless did 
have some truth to it. 

Mass media these days, 
broadcast or print, docs 
require massive amounts 
of capital and could there¬ 
fore he influenced in a 
manner that gives prominent 
coverage to “mainstream" 
opinion while denying fringe 
opinions and other sides their 
fair share. 

What is ironic, however, is 
that the very establishment 
that the Soviets decried as 
media meddling (the US gov¬ 
ernment and military J. eventu¬ 
ally laid down the very infra¬ 
structure that would provide a 
cheap loo) for efficient mass 
media efforts lor all opinions 
ithe Internet's different 
services i. 

USTSERV servers on the 
Internet, whose primary func¬ 
tion is to operate mailing lists 
used to distribute the email 
sent to them 10 a list of recip¬ 


ients. installed the basic 
infrastructure. 

They provide the means for 
a group of users to establish an 
email forum on any topic or 
area of common interest which 
is instant, reliable and free 
from the high costs of conven¬ 



tional printing and mailing. 

With the proliferation of 
Internet technology around the 
world, many groups of differ¬ 
ent opinions realized the 
potential of L1STSERV serv¬ 
ers to allow them to bypass the 
usual fiscal or political hurdles 
that had hitherto denied them 
access to mainstream media. 

Whether used by political 
groups of the right or left, a 
group of scientists in quantum 
physics or a bunch of soccer 
fans, mail list servers easily 
and cheaply ft II a niche pro¬ 
vided Tor the alternative media 
forum that has been in 
demand. The technological 
advances made maintaining a 
mail list server a hreeze. at 


least for the technically 
informed: Users can list all the 
subjects of the mailing lists 
used by a mail server by 
merely typing the word "lists" 
in the subject area of a mes¬ 
sage sent to the USTSERV 
server email address. Further¬ 
more. recipients can sub¬ 
scribe to whatever “list" they 
find interesting by a simple 
step: sending a mail mes¬ 
sage with the word “sub¬ 
scribe" in it. Un-subscribing 
to a list is similarly done 
through the word "unsub¬ 
scribe." Mailing list servers 
have suites of easy com¬ 
mands that users and recip¬ 
ients can use. an example of 
such commands is sending 
an email message to ”Lisi- 
serv@ uga.cc.uga.edu" with 
the word “help" in the sub¬ 
ject area. 

An interesting mail list 
that has gained reputation in 
Jordan fs called Mid-East 
realities which offers opinions 
and articles regarding the Mid¬ 
dle East and US policy, that 
would not usually be deemed 
111 for publishing by main 
stream media in the US or (he 
Middle East. 

NETS offers some of the 
postings of this mailing list to 
its subscribers in its news sec¬ 
tion. Subscribing to this mail- 
' mg list is easily done by send¬ 
ing an email message to 
LISTSERVER'S'MIDDLEEAS 
T.ORG with onlv the words 
"SUBSCRIBE MER-L" in the 
subject area. 

Similar interesting mail lists 
include one for quotes of (he 
Hadceth —the prophet's sayings 
and hoK tradition—-which send 


The first independent survey on global software piracy: 

Over $13 billion lost worldwide 
to software piracy 


THIS SURVEY was commis¬ 
sioned by the Business Soft¬ 
ware Alliance l BS A) and 
Software Publishers Associa¬ 
tion (SPA.) and was con¬ 
ducted by international Plan¬ 
ning and Research ( IRP). The 
survey evaluated sales dan 
from 82 countries in six 
major world regions. Data 
analyzed for 1994 and 1995 
provided the following 
conclusions: 

Worldwide piracy losses 
arc estimated at $13.1 billion 
for 1995. a nine percent 
increase over the $12.2 bil¬ 
lion estimate for 1994. This 
figure exceeds the combined 
revenues of the 10 largest 
personal computer software 
companies. “Software piracy 
continues to plague the soft¬ 


ware industry around the 
globe. hindering growth and 
innovation. 

“The industry as a whole 
and more importantly its cus¬ 
tomers. hear ihe burden of 
these losses" commented 
Rohcn Hullyman. president 
of BSA. 

Piracy losses were esti¬ 
mated at $521 million in ihe 
Middle East and Africa. 
Oman hud the highest piracy 
rate with 90 percent, fol¬ 
lowed by the UAE with 96 
percent and Qatar with 9! 
percent. "Through the IRP 
study, we have a better 
understanding of where our 
work must be focused. 

“Over the coming months 
we will he redoubling our 
efforts with governments and 


the private sector around the 
world to ensure the proper 
protections of intellectual 
properly rights for software 
publishers." said Ken 
Wasch. SPA president. 

The Business Software 
Alliance promotes the con¬ 
tinued growth of the soft¬ 
ware industry' through its 
international public policy, 
education and enforcement 
programs in 65 countries. 
BSA worldwide members 
include the leading publish¬ 
ers of software for personal 
computers: 

Adobe. Apple Computer. 
Autodesk. Bentley Systems. 
Lotus Development. Micro¬ 
soft. Novell, Symantec Cor¬ 
poration and the Santa Cruz 
Operation. ■ 


News update 


Smart Systems Introduce 
TrendWare 

• Smart Systems, a Jorda¬ 
nian computer hardware and 
software distributor, has 
been appointed as Middle 
Eastern distributor for Trend- 
Ware products. 

TrendWare provides a 
variety of networking equip-, 
mem and software, ensuring 
faster cchernet communica¬ 
tion s through cihernci hubs 
and accessories. Also. Trend- 
Ware provides Internet com¬ 
munications equipment. 

For more information on 
products from TrendWare. 

a Hiidceth everyday for its 
subscribers. 

The new altemalive media 
forum is poised to have 
increasing impact on the fret- 
exchange of ideas and informa¬ 
tion between the world's Inter¬ 
net users. 

The publishers of articles 
sent via mail lists will have 
less trouble worrying about 
such mundane issues as circu¬ 
lation and freight charges, com¬ 
pared to the worries of the edi¬ 
tor* of primed papers. 

Would the remnants of 
Soviet propagandists also 
decry this new alternative 
media forum as the dictator¬ 
ship of the UNIX guru's? 
Only time would tell. ■ 

- email: 

Abbassi (a 1 NETS.Com Jo 


contact Smart Systems at 
telephone 7H4329. 

Borland announced 
Arabic Delphi 

• Borland, une of the largest 
software publishers world¬ 
wide. announced the release 
of an Arabic edition of its 
programming tool. Delphi. 

• Arabic Delphi 2.0 is claimed 
to the ‘the only completely 
object oriented development 
tool that combines the rapid 
application development ben¬ 
efits of a component-based 
visual programming environ¬ 
ment. the performance of an 
optimizing 32-hit native- 
code compiler, and scalable 
database programming tools. 

Arabic programmers, who 
have long struggled with 
Latin-based object oriented 
programming will probably 
find Arabic Delphi to be a 
viable option for future 
development. For more infor¬ 


mation. contact Aptec in 
Dubai on telephone ++ 971 4 
525536. 

10 million NCs to be 
sold, in the year 2000 

# According to a study by 
DaiaMonitor. some 10 mil¬ 
lion units of network com¬ 
puters (NCs) will be sold in 
the year 2000. These will 
mostly be purchased by gov¬ 
ernmental agencies and busi¬ 
ness. with steady growth in 
consumer demand also 
expected. The figure men¬ 
tioned above does not only 
include NCs used to hook up 
to the Internet, but also cover 
normal units used as pan of 
corporate networking inside 
organizations. Also. Data- 
Monitor claim that network 
computers will account for 
around 2.5 percent of the 
total computer market by the 
year 2000. 


American Computer Show ‘97 is on 

This treekeod, it's worth [ 

taking some time to visit the > WWWWBWF ; 

Americas Computer Show ff MQNMlMVt • 
*97. held at the Philadelphia j f^pMHPSat j 

Hotel in Amman. It \ 

presents an opportunity to ! 

check out the latest hard- j ? 

ware, software and accesso- --- : 

ties available on the Jordanian market. What's more, with 
around 3(1 companies participating in the exhibition, yon 
are bound to find whatever items yon are looking for. 

J Don’t miss it. ■ 


BY NASSER ' : ; - 

Once again, the compute k 
customs debate v 

ONCE AGAIN the issue of taxes and tariffs on computer 

SSSSsaas .ssrssjS5 

SSeSo to* hSiesontt 216 goods, among *h.ch a* 

‘‘Set”* the Government has smeared 
customs system in such a way thacJordaman rnnportm q. 
computer equipment end up paying up to 35. percent. OT 

^Tfu^resulc has been relatively expensive 

offered to the Jordanian buyer. Here it»s 

that the direct taxes paid are extremely 

ing under five percent, with the remaining 30 

being paid as additional fees. So. and for all 

poses, the Government claims that taxes in Jordan on com.-, 

outers are exceptionally low! , cirinttrirr- 

V Weil, faced with this somewhat frustrating suuattog. 
computer distributors have demanded for many years 
taxes and fees be restructured to betterencourage com¬ 
puterization of Jordanian society. The recent custom*; 
announcement states generally that 
reduced from five to 10 percent. U is a bit djfficuntoiro^ 
gine how that reflects on computer equipment, as the mreet? 
customs fate was already pretty Vow. In addition, tne upy-. 
eminent normally makes up for customs decrees J?* 
increasing the sales tax! So, it seems that things will 
remain pretty much the same. ... ... 

Also, the ’customs’ discussion is healing up with much 
more original software being imported, as.part of the anjjg. 
piraev trend in the country. So, now is the customs depart-- 
ment'handling this software? Well, according to claims; 
from some software importers, taxation is relatively nigpt 
Now. surely that will encourage smugglers to bring pi raw 
copies into the country, therefore committing two illegali¬ 
ties (smuggling and possession of pirated material)! 

Personally. I can understand the pressures that the Cus¬ 
toms Dept., may be onder from all ecoiiumic sectors in mfcr 
country, who continually complain on the relatively high-' 
customs and fees on imported products, but when it conies, 
to computers and information technology, we are hoping- 
for more of a listening ear; after all. computing is. abso¬ 
lutely necessary today for any nation to advance? . 

This reminds me of a time, some years ago, when 
modems were classified as ‘forbidden equipment’, aS they 
were considered to be 3 ‘threat to military security.’ 

Those days are long gone and now we ore enjoying-an 
Internet and on-line services revolution in. Jordan at the 
forefront of which is a massive drive among the Jordanian 
public to purchase modems. Anyway, getting^ back to the 
issue of governmental restrictions that may, unintentionally 
in most cases, cause a depression to the-. Jordanian com¬ 
puter business; rather than complain. Jordanian computer 
companies better organize themselves and get their vote* 
across to the Government. \- ' j-y- .i 

This is possible through the Jordan Computer Society, : 
for example, as a professional society that could take op 
this matter. Anyway, with a general direction worldwide, 
towards freedom of trade and lowering the tariffs qn all 
sorts of products, it’s only a matter of time before Jordan's: 
customs department-changes its taxation and fees structure. 
Will this spell great news to Jordanian computer users? 

I don’t know, but 1 would like to think so, or else Jordan 
man hardware and software buyers will continue to.face &7 
serious problem; which is the fact that computer tecbnol-’ 
ogy is still 35 percent more out of reach than m many, 
neighboring countries. ... •_ •'' V-j'"' '-ii 

You know, considering the added expenses we pay, 
pleasure to know that we are a moderately-computerized; 
nation! Now, that's a sign of persistence..■ '-V 
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Motoring 

The affordable and the best 


Rugby game im 
tackling Jordan 


By Stuart Marshall 

THE MOST RADICAL car 
Mercedes-Benz has created 
had its world debut at the 
Geneva salon dc 1‘automobile. 
which opened this week. The 
egg-shaped A-Class is super¬ 
mini-sized but family-car spa¬ 
cious. It is said to have a city 
car’s manoeuvrability, the 
comfort of a conventional 
Mercedes and the versatility 
of a multi-purpose vehicle. 
All it has in common wiih a 
“proper" Mercedes is the 
three-pointed star on the 
front 

Mercedes-Benz claims the 
A-Class is as safe as a con¬ 
ventional. full-sized saloon 
car because, in a crash, the 
engine slides underneath the 
floor and not into the passen¬ 
ger space. Shifting the seals 
around allows it be anything 
from driver-only load lugger 
to a five-seat people carrier, 
in four-seat family car mode, 
passengers have lots of room 
and there is ample luggage 
space. 

It has front-wheel drive and 
a choice of three engines 1.4- 
litxe and 1.6-liire petrol and 
1.7-litre diesel. Electronically 
controlled direct-injection, 
turbocharging and intercool¬ 
ing make the four-valvcs-per- 
cylindcr 1.7-litre one of the 
world’s most advanced diesels 
and the A-Class potentially 


Ask 


>'k A 


HI 


among the most economical 
of cars. The diesel version 
will average up to 63mpg 
(4.48 1/100km) and the petrol- 
engined ones achieve at least 
4lmpg (6.9 l/100km). 

When the A-Class goes on 
sale in Germany in the 
autumn, customers will be 
able to collect their own cars 
from the factory at Rostatt. 

Geneva salon, always one 
of the best international motor 
shows, is more star studded 
than ever this year. But it is 
the affordable exhibits (such 
as the Mercedes A-Class) 


rather than over-egged con¬ 
fections For the rich that are 
the main centres of attention. 
Among them are Ford's sport¬ 
ing Fiesta-based Puma coupe; 
the restyled Peugeot 306s, 
including a long-awaited 
estate car. the Suzuki Wagon 
R-Plus. a six-seat mini-people 
mover; and the tiny, 3.5 metre 
long Seat Arosa mini- 
hatchback, rivalling Fiat's 
Cinquecento for compactness. 

Audi's elegantly curvy A6 
saloon replacement is making 
its first appearance at the 
salon. From the side, the para¬ 





bolic sweep of the roof has a 
family resemblance to the 
new VW Passat, even the 
Skoda Octavia. 

Initially, the new A6 will 
be powered by three spark- 
ignition engines, all with five 
valves per cylinder. The top 
model will have a 2.8- litre. 
193 horsepower V6 and front- 
wheel or quattro all-wheel 
drive. Others will have a new 
2.4-litre V6 H65 horsepower) 
or 1.8-litre. 150 horsepower, 
turbocharged four-cylinder. A 
1.9-lilre direct-injection 
turbo-diesel follows soon 
afterwards. 

The handsome new VW 
Passat Estate vns unveiled at 
the salon and is also due to go 
on sale in Britain in May. 
Roomier and better equipped 
than the car it replaces, it 
must be even more success¬ 
ful. All models have roof rails 
and load cover. ABS brakes, 
twin airbags and pre- 
tensioned seat belts front and 
rear. 

A walk around the salon 
demonstrates that the life¬ 
style, four-wheel drive market 
is alive and well and not just 
in Switzerland, where their 
snow-beating extra traction is 
in great demand every winter. 
Daihatsu unveiled a 1.3-litre 
recreational 4 x 4 not previ¬ 
ously seen outside Japan. 

The Real Time transmis¬ 
sion of the 2.0-litre. 128 
horsepower Honda CR-V 
five-seat sports-utility drives 
(he front wheels on hard sur¬ 
faces. feeding power automat¬ 


ically to the rear wheels when 
ihe front ones lose grip. The 
lid of its waterproof under¬ 
floor cargo store lilts out to 
double as a picnic table. The 
top half of its tailgate opens 
separately. BMW 5-Series 
Touring style, for loading 
small packages. 

Chrysler Jeep's Cherokee 
has hud a major facelift. Like 
ihe original Range Rover, 
which looked as good 25 
years on as it did when new 
in J 970. the veteran Cherokee 
is an on-off road classic. 
Smart enough for town it 
goes well in the rough. 

Land Rover had been 
expected to unveil its new 
and smaller running mttte for 
--the Discovery and Range 
Rover at Geneva hut its 
launch is still some months 
off. It will probably be in the 
autumn, either at Frankfurt or 
London. 

No motor show is complete 
without concept cars. Some 
are just attention seekers that 
will never be heard of again. 
Others are cither destined for 
curly production or at least 
point the direction in which a 
manufacturer intends to go. 
Promirfcni among these arc 
two Rover prototypes which 
are straws in the wind for a 
Mini replacement and a small 
outside, roomy within peo- 
plemover. The Shiraz, a styl¬ 
ing study for a large execu¬ 
tive car. indicates a move up¬ 
market by Daewoo is likely 
once its new small and 
medium cars have become 
established. 

On ihe Opel (Vauxhall) 
stand, the Signum concept is a 
vision for a future generation 
of large, lifestyle estate cars. 
An experimental space-saving 
rear suspension, plus electri¬ 
cally operated sliding rear 
seats, provides a flat load floor 
up to 3 metres (9ft Join) long. 

Powering this down-to- 
earth concept car is a 3-litre. 
V6. 24-valve direct injection 
turbo diesel engine, jointly 
developed with Isuzu. Com¬ 
puter simulations suggest this 
175 horsepower unit would 
give Signum a top speed of 
144mph/232kph and an aver¬ 
age fuel consumption of 
43mpg (6.6 1/100km). ■ 
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By Olivier Bras 

Star Siaff Writer 

ON THE pitch of the Orthodox 
club, few spectators are sur¬ 
prised at a strange spectacle. 
About 20 people are running 
after an oval ball, tumbling at 
times into a human pile. This 
new group is controlled by two 
men shouting what seems like 
silly orders: "scrums’', “line- 
outs.’’ or “five press-ups’*. This 
was the scene last month when 
Jordan’s first rugby team went 
into action. 

Rugby matches are now 
played once a week in the 
country, and enthusiasm for the 
sport is rising weekly. There is 
now 40 players on the team. 
The club was formed three 
months ago and since then 
players have been engaged in 
active training. 

The task has not been easy. 
The first obstacle is the game 
itself. Very popular in Western 
Europe and the Southern Hemi¬ 
sphere, rugby is $ dll not well 
known in the Arab World. 
However rugby teams do exist 
in Lebanon. Egypt, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Syria. They have often 
beep formed by foreigners 
working in these countries. 

But locals soon picked up. 
Showing great enthusiasm for 
the sport, they adapted them¬ 
selves quickly- Dubai for exam¬ 
ple, hosts 7-a-side world annual 
rugby competition. A Jordanian 




team took part in 1996 
competition. 

A rugby team was first 
formed in Jordan in 1988. But 
it soon faded out because of 
lack of an infrastructure. 
Today, the aim of the handful 
of rugby addicts is to create a 
solid association that will ena¬ 
ble the sport to last, and grow 
into a major event in the 
country. 

One of the difficulties has 
been to find enough players to 
form a 15-people team. Today, 
it boasts of about 40 from six 
nationalities: Jordanian, Eng¬ 
lish, Irish. New Zealand. Amer¬ 
ican. and French. The trainers 
of the team are Mike Sedmon. 
and Robie Robinson. The latter 
is also in charge of physical 
preparation. 

This "patchwork team” 
played its first game at the end 
of last February. 

Two games were organized 
against teams at the "British 
Akrotiri military base in 
Cyprus, on 28 February and I 
March. On this occasion, a 
group of about 40 people, 
players and supporters, made 
the Cyprus trip that was spon¬ 
sored by Royal Jordanian, 
Forte Grand Hotel and the Brit¬ 
ish Bank. 

After months of training and 
practice, this was a major test 
for the team. Four of the 19 
players had not played a full 
game before or indeed seen the 
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size of a standard rugby pitch.;-* 

All the matches were playaTath' * - 
furious pace but once the.tjepr. 
players settled down, they . • 
adapted quickly to the gampartd 
played with great skill, rfrreepf- . 
them scoring tries. Tbe~.<fit5t;i-f/-' 
game was drawn , at 20 pmrts .j 
each and die team from Jprd^i ^;;' 
was very unfortunate to-taesC;^. 1 
the second at 23-20. This wis^ ; . 
nevertheless a remadisWe."- 
achievement in view of 4 

tive inexperience of the sidtaM/ff 
enabled the coach to assessTheT?* 
overall ability of the side Jo 
future games. 4 v ^ 

To improve, the 
requires better trainingJocifitits 
and. equally important, -tjfo 7; 
recruit more players .aid.V 
increase the profile of the gari&x - 
in Jordan. The side is 
the Sport City which has 
vided an area for a full rugby i 
pitch to he created. When<»i?rfi; 
plete it should enable the garnet; “J. v 
of rugby to develop in Jdri4n ^ 
and for foreign teams to parti3-.r ‘ • 
pate in the country. 
more importantly, it will 
Jordanian sportsmen to discc^*^ 
the game and persuade 
join the association. . V, 'rl-Jy 
The sport is expanding 
idly in the world and 
region. It is hoped thatv^?^ 4 .-* 
embryonic team wjlf gro^tfcUv 
size and ability enabling 
to be internationally represea®M»ljr . i 
in this increasingly 
sport ■ . v;v' T - 
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